
 Iôm excited about  our 

annual trip, this year to Mobile 

AL. This will be my first with my 

Master Gardener family.  So 

enough said until we return and I 

hope you will get an update on 

the trip in next monthôs newslet-

ter. 

 Autumn is in the air 

and the cooler nights and pleas-

ant day-time temperatures come 

with extra yard work at my 

house.  Putting our plants to bed 

for the winter months can be a 

chore. However, our annuals 

maybe destined to fade away; 

there are some that will surpris-

ingly return next spring from 

seed.  For instance the vinca in 

my patio garden bed had taken 

over this year and I was able to 

keep the morning glory and cy-

press vine in check.  Still, I love 

the color and they are pretty even 

if they are sometimes  extra work 

try to keep them from over-

crowding my other flowers.  I 

have two Angel Trumpets that 

didnôt like where I put them this 

year. I will mulch them heavily 

and if they survive the winter, 

they will be moved them next 

spring. Some of my tropical Ele-

phant ears are not suited for our 

winters, so I will be getting them 

ready for winter storage as of the 

50 some degree nights.  I know I 

will not do everything right, but I 

will try to save the plants I love 

with leaf mulch this fall. 

  If you have any ques-

tions about putting a particular 

plant to bed for the winter, you 

have a wide range of resources. 

The Master Gardeners Associa-

tion has people with interests in a 

variety of areas.  Ask one of your 

fellow gardeners and see what 

has worked in the past for them.  

However, remember the UT Ex-

tension office has the extensive 

network and reference material to 

give advice to gardeners and 

growers. 

Paula Sweatt 

President   
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Extension Highlights (continued) 

seedling grass can be easily 

killed by foot traffic, so avoid 

waking on newly seeded 

grass.  
Fertilize cool season lawns 
with a slow -release balanced 
fertilizer.  
  
Middle of the month  
¶ Cuttings of Coleus, Per-

sian Shield, Salvias and other 

tender plants used as annuals 

can be stuck before frost and 

kept indoors or a greenhouse 

to root for next spring.  
¶ It is a good time to weed 

and mulch to prevent cool 

season weeds.  
¶ Limit pruning to cutting 

out deadwood on shrubs. 

Cutting back plants now en-

courages growth, which might 

not be able to harden off be-

fore a hard frost this fall.  
Move any tender plants in-
doors; it is a good idea to 
treat for any pests they may 
have picked up on their out-
door vacation.  

  
Late in the month  
¶ Harvest turnip greens if 

planted last month.  
Daffodils and other narcissus 
should be planted later in the 
month.  
  
Anytime this month  
¶ For Roses, deadhead 

spent flower blossoms.  
¶ Hybrid tea rose growers 

should continue their fungi-

cide spray regime to control 

black spot.  
¶ Flowers should be plenti-

ful on your roses, but resist 

the urge to fertilize.  
¶ October is one of the 

best months to plant most 

woody plants. The survival 

rate is greater, and plants 

planted in the fall have a 

chance to set roots before the 

growth next spring.  
¶ Divide spring -blooming 

perennials.  

October Garden Tasks 

October is a great month in 

the Mid -South garden. Cool 

nights and warm days can 

really revive a tired garden 

after a hot summer. Flowers 

are reinvigorated with the fall 

rains and milder tempera-

tures. The cool nights also 

intensify the flower colors.      

 

Early in the month  
¶ Early this month seed 

Poppies and Larkspur directly 

into prepared beds for blooms 

next spring.  
¶ Some fast growing annu-

als and perennials that are 

leggy and tattered can be cut 

back early this month to en-

courage bushiness and 

blooms.  
¶ In your veggie beds plant 

Cabbage and Kale.  
¶ You can still start or over

-seed a fescue or other cool 

season grass during the first 

half of the month.   Tender 
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Who loves a garden 

still his Eden keeps, 

Perennial pleasures 

plants and whole-

some harvest reaps. 

Bronson Alcot 



Garden Planning for Your Health in 2012  
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One is nearer 

Godõs heart  in a 

garden than any-

where else on 

Earth. 

Dorothy Frances 

Gurney 

 

black-eyed peas, 
pinto beans, soy-
beans and peanuts. 
Pumpkin seeds and 
sunflower seeds 
also have high lev-
els of zinc.  Vitamin 
A supports skin and 
bone health and 
plays a role in immu-
nity. Carrots, sweet 
potatoes, kale, spin-
ach, collard greens 
and tomatoes are 
examples of pro-
duce grown in Ala-
bama that have Vita-
min A.  Vitamin E is 
an antioxidant and 
can be found in sun-
flower seeds, pea-
nuts, tomatoes, 
broccoli and spin-
ach.  Protein is an 
essential nutrient in 
your diet and can be 
found in high levels 
in lentils and beans, 
such as black, gar-
banzo, navy and 
pinto beans. 
By growing locally, 
you will be harvest-
ing at the crop's nu-
trient peak. You will 
be aware of the 

products you have 
applied to your pro-
duce, such as pesti-
cides and fertilizers. 
Plan to be healthier 
in 2010, and plan a 
healthy garden.  
Visit a county Coop-
erative Extension 
System office to find 
information about 
plant variety selec-
tion, soil sampling 
and preserving the 
produce that you 
grow. ACES can 
also provide healthy 
recipes and assis-
tance in modifying 
recipes to make 
them healthier. You 
can also visit the 
ACES Web site at 
http://www.aces.edu.  
https://
sites.aces.edu/
group/comm/
newsline/Lists/
Posts/Post.aspx?
ID=122 

Plan to be health-
ier in 2012 and 
plan a healthy gar-
den. 
 
Released January 
8, 2010 
 
When deciding 
what to plant in 
your 2010 garden, 
try to think of the 
nutrients that will 
be present in the 
foods you plant. 
Try some new 
crops that you 
haven't used in the 
past.  Vitamin C is 
a tissue antioxidant 
necessary for col-
lagen formation 
and immune func-
tion. It is found in 
produce such as 
broccoli, persim-
mons, strawberries 
and spinach.  Zinc 
is an element nec-
essary for DNA 
synthesis, protein 
synthesis and cell 
growth. Zinc is 
found in various 
bean types, espe-
cially lima beans, 

http://www.aces.edu
https://sites.aces.edu/group/comm/newsline/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=122
https://sites.aces.edu/group/comm/newsline/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=122
https://sites.aces.edu/group/comm/newsline/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=122
https://sites.aces.edu/group/comm/newsline/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=122
https://sites.aces.edu/group/comm/newsline/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=122
https://sites.aces.edu/group/comm/newsline/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=122


 

What I enjoy is not 

the fruits alone, 

but I also enjoy the 

soil itself. 

Cicero 

Kudzu Bug Spreads Across Southern States  
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gardens. A plant becomes a 
true host of the insect when 
different life stages of the 
insect are found on the plant, 
he said. 
Multiplying pest  
Like Asian lady beetles, 
kudzu bugs seek shelter in-
doors. They are attracted to 
light colors, especially white 
cars and light colored house 
siding.  Removing kudzu is 
one way to help control the 
pest around homes, but 
thatôs not an easy task, es-
pecially if the kudzu is grow-
ing on your neighborôs land.  
ñThe bugs re-invade so 
quickly from nearby kudzu 
that a pest control operator 
may have to treat every 
other day, losing money in 
the process. A single call 
that they were paid for might 
turn into a half-dozen visits, 
five of which theyôd not be 
paid for,ò said CAES ento-
mologist Dan Suiter. ñI sus-
pect that the pest control 
industry will be steering 
somewhat clear of kudzu 
bug control unless some 
smart pest control operator 
begins to market kudzu re-
moval as part of his busi-
ness.ò   Having a few hun-
dred uninvited houseguests 
is bothersome, but the bugs 
are not harmful, and they 
donôt feed on indoor plants. 
Munching on kudzu  
No one seems to mind if the 
bugs take out a 1,000 or so 
acres of kudzu. But are 
they?  ñWe found the bug 
caused a 32 percent reduc-
tion in kudzu growth last 
year in the plots we moni-
tored,ò said Jim Hanula, an 
entomologist with the USDA 
Forest Service. He moni-
tored the bug on kudzu plots 
in Athens, Ga., for the past 
year.  This may sound like 

reason to celebrate, but 
kudzu roots can grow as 
deep as 12 feet and weigh 
up to 300 pounds, Hanula 
said.  ñWeôre hopeful that 
feeding by the bug year after 
year will deplete those roots 
and weaken the plants,ò he 
said. If the bugôs effect is 
cumulative, kudzu plants will 
likely weaken, and patches 
wonôt be as thick.  
ñHopefully, the bug will re-
duce kudzuôs ability to climb, 
which would be good for for-
estry,ò he said. 
Harming soybeans  
The bean plataspid also 
feeds on soybeans, a crop 
grown in Georgia for the oil-
seed and animal feed mar-
kets.  UGA entomologist 
Phillip Roberts classifies the 
kudzu bug as an economic 
pest of soybeans. When left 
untreated in soybean fields, 
the bugs reduced the crop 
yield by 19 percent in 2010.  
ñWe had a range of yield 
loss from 11 to 23 percent,ò 
he said. ñThis means if a 
farmer grew 40 bushels of 
soybeans and lost 20 per-
cent, thatôs 8 bushels. With a 
value of $12 a bushel, thatôs 
a $96 loss, so it makes 
sense to apply a treatment to 
control the pest.ò  The bugs 
donôt eat soybeans. Instead, 
ñthey have a sucking mouth-
part, and they use it to feed 
on the main stem,ò Roberts 
said. ñThis adds additional 
stress to the plants.ò  CAES 
entomologist David Buntin 
has found that plants the 
bugs were eating had fewer 
pods and fewer seeds in the 
pods.  ñIf they fed on the 
pod, the bean itself, I donôt 
know that we could grow 
soybeans in Georgia,ò  

Released August 25, 2011  
 
ATHENS, Ga. -- Almost 
two years ago, a tiny immi-
grant pest arrived in Geor-
gia, and thereôs nothing 
the stateôs immigration 
office can do to make it 
leave. The bean plataspid, 
or kudzu bug, munches on 
kudzu and soybeans and 
has now set up residence 
in four Southern states.  
Homeowners consider the 
bug a nuisance. Soybean 
producers shudder at the 
damage it causes. And 
many are hoping it will 
prove to be a kudzu killer. 
Spreading problem  
The kudzu bug was first 
spotted in Georgia in the 
fall of 2009 when insect 
samples were sent to the 
University of Georgia 
Homeowner Insect and 
Weed Diagnostic Labora-
tory in Griffin, Ga. The first 
samples came from UGA 
Cooperative Extension 
agents in Barrow, Gwinnett 
and Jackson counties. 
ñThe bug can now be 
found in 143 Georgia 
counties, all South Caro-
lina counties, 42 North 
Carolina counties and 5 
Alabama counties,ò said 
Wayne Gardner, an ento-
mologist with the UGA Col-
lege of Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences.  
Last fall, Gardner had to 
search repeatedly to find 
the pest in kudzu patches 
in north Georgia. ñThose 
areas are loaded with bugs 
this year,ò he said.  By 
studying the pest for the 
past year, Gardner has 
determined wisteria, green 
beans and other legumes 
are the bugôs true hosts in 
the landscapes and home 



Plant of the month 
Bluebeard  

 
Bluebeard is a woody, shrub - like perennial that blooms late in the garden. Also called Blue 

Mist, the blooms resemble clouds of blue smoke.   

 
Bluebeard, or Caryopteris sp., is an attractive woody, shrub - like perennial that blooms late 

in the garden. It is also called Blue Mist because the blooms resemble clouds of blue smoke 
or mist. This plant puts on a beautiful show with eye -catching blue flowers when most of the 
garden plants start to diminish. Bluebeard is a relative to Verbena and originated in China 

and Japan.  
 

This plant grows 2 to 4 feet tall and forms a low mound. As soon as it is established in the 
garden, it branches out nicely without extra maintenance. It will be covered with blooms 
later in the season.  Showy clusters of clear blue flowers encircle the stem from late summer 

to the first killing frost. The extended stamens of each flower give the plant airy and soft 
texture. The flower colors are rich shades of blue and they look especially vibrant against 

golden foliage. Caryopteris x clandonensis óDark Nightô produces darker blue flowers than 
others while óLongwood Blueô has soft violet-blue flowers. The fragrant flowers attract but-
terflies, bees and other beneficial insects in the garden. They also make good cut flowers.  

 
Common species have silvery -gray and aromatic foliage; but many foliage variegations are 

available. Notable variations include: Caryopteris incana óSummer Sorbetô (green with yellow
-edged foliage), Caryopteris divaricata óSnow Fairyô (green with white-edged foliage), and 
Caryopteris incana óJasonô (bright golden foliage). These variegated cultivars add interest to 

the garden even when they are not in bloom.  
 

Bluebeard performs the best in well -drained soil with full sun exposure. However, it tolerates 
poor soil and dry conditions. If it is planted in poorly drained soil with too much moisture, it 
will suffer from root - rot, which usually results in losing the plant during the winter months. 

Because of its woody stems, pruning should be done in early spring to promote vigorous 
new growth, not in fall like other perennial plants. Blooms are produced on the current sea-

sonôs growth.  There are no serious insect or disease problems for this plant.  Bluebeard is 
an excellent choice to add to mixed borders as a specimen or in a mass planting. Its cool 
color complements the warmer hues of other fall -blooming plants and fall foliage colors. This 

plant is hardy to zones 5 to 9.  
 



Garden Recipes 
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Grilled Chicken and Garden Vegetable Penne Pasta 
with Oven Roasted Tomatoes 
 

 
4 servings  Start to Finish: 40 minutes 
 

 
12 roma tomatoes, cored and halved 
1 pound baby squash (such as pattypan, sunburst and/or zucchini) (halve any large squash) 
1 red sweet pepper, cut into bite-size strips 
4 green onions, sliced into 1-inch pieces 
3 tablespoons olive oil 
1 tablespoon snipped fresh rosemary 
1/2 teaspoon coarse (kosher) salt 
1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper 
1 pound skinless, boneless chicken breast halves 
8 ounces dried penne or bow tie pasta (2 1/2 cups) 
1/4 cup snipped fresh Italian (flat-leaf) parsley 
2 to 3 tablespoons snipped fresh basil 
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese 

 

1. Place tomatoes in a 13x9x2-inch baking pan or shallow roasting pan. Place squash, red 
pepper and green onions in another shallow baking pan. Drizzle tomatoes and squash mixture 
with 2 tablespoons olive oil and season with rosemary, 1/2 teaspoon salt and 1/2 teaspoon 
black pepper. Roast, uncovered, in a 450 degree F oven about 20 minutes for squash mixture 
or until just tender, stirring occasionally, and about 30 minutes for tomatoes until very soft and 
skins are beginning to brown. 

2. Brush the chicken with remaining 1 tablespoon olive oil, season lightly with salt and pepper, 
and grill on the rack of an uncovered grill directly over medium coals for 12 to 15 minutes or 
until chicken is no longer pink (170 degree F), turning once halfway through grilling. (For a gas 
grill, preheat grill. Reduce heat to medium. Place chicken on grill rack over heat. Cover and 
grill as above.) Let stand 5 minutes. Slice chicken into strips. 

3. In a large saucepan or kettle cook pasta according to package directions in lightly salted 
boiling water. Drain pasta and transfer to a very large bowl. 

4. To serve, stir tomatoes, vegetables, chicken, parsley, and basil into pasta. Season to taste 
with additional salt and black pepper. Transfer to a serving platter and sprinkle or serve with 
Parmesan cheese. Makes 4 servings 

 

Ingredients  

Directions  



Winding Down the Landscape  

Winterize your garden implements. Continue watering, mowing and recycling leaves 
as weather and growing permit. 
As the growing season comes to a close, there are still a few more chores that call the 
gardener to action. Mowing, watering, pruning and cleaning continue to beckon.  
Lawns need mowing as long as the grass continues to grow, some years continuing 
through most of the fall.  Newly planted flowers, trees and shrubs should be watered 
thoroughly every week or so right up until the ground freezes, especially if rainfall is 
lacking. Perennials, trees and shrubs all continue to lose water through the winter, so 
you want them to go into dormancy with plentiful moisture. 
Fallen leaves should be recycled, either where they fall or transferred to another spot. 
Dry leaves can be mowed to bits, gathered for use as winter mulch or raked to the 
compost pile. Small leaves such as honey locust may be left as is, but larger leaves 
such as oak and maple should be shredded to speed decomposition and prevent 
smothering.  Trees and shrubs should be assessed, but fall pruning should be re-
stricted to removal of only dead or damaged limbs. Save major pruning chores for late 
winter. 
Winterize your gardening tools as freezing temperatures become the norm, by first 
giving them a thorough cleaning. Those steel wool scrubbing pads sold for cleaning 
barbeque grills are great for removing caked-on soil from shovels, hoes, trowels and 
spades. Scrub the blades and handles with soap and water, and allow them to dry 
completely before storing. Rub a little linseed oil or similar protector over wood han-
dles to keep the wood from drying and splitting.  Sharpen your tools now to ensure a 
quick start in spring when your gardening enthusiasm returns anew. 
Drain water from garden hoses and sprinklers, and hang them to dry before coiling 
the hoses for storage. Hoses left outdoors during the winter are likely to crack and 
split, especially if they still have water inside. And while you're at it, now is a good time 
to replace washers and repair leaks while they are fresh in your mind.  Rinse and dry 
your fertilizer spreader and oil moving parts. Pesticide sprayers should be rinsed and 
allowed to drip dry before storing. The best way to dispose of unused chemicals in the 
sprayer is to apply the product as directed on the label. Allowing pesticide to sit in the 
sprayer overwinter will result in clogged hoses and nozzles and will be more difficult to 
clean after the fact.  Store unused pesticides in their original containers with the label 
intact. Place all pesticides away from children's and pets' reach in either a locked 
cabinet or a storage shelf at least 4 feet off the ground and protected from both freez-
ing temperatures and excessive heat. 
Winterize the mower  
When you are fairly certain your lawn has seen its last mowing for this season, its 
time to winterize the mower. Check local service providers for those that offer mower 
winterization or use the following checklist to do it yourself. Check the owner's manual 
for your specific machine before you start. 
Drain or stabilize the fuel.  You can either run the mower until it is out of fuel, or fill 
the tank and add a stabilizer product. If choosing the latter, run the mower for a few 
minutes after adding the stabilizer to allow it to reach the carburetor. 
Change the oil and dispose of used oil properly.  Your local recycling center or 
solid waste management district office can advise. 
Clean the blades/mowing deck.  Scrape off caked on debris using that barbeque 
scrubber; use thick leather gloves to protect your skin from cuts. 
Charge the battery.  If your machine uses a battery, charge it now and repeat periodi-
cally through winter. 
Lubricate moving parts.  Check owner's manual for specifics. 
Change plugs and filters and sharpen blades.  These can wait until spring, if pre-
ferred. 
Ah, now its time to enjoy some well-deserved R&R curled up next to the fireplace with 
your favorite gardening book!  

 

Almost any garden, 

if you see it at just 

the right moment, 

can be confused with 

paradise. 

Henry Mitchell 



Mark Your Calendar 

UT Jackson Field Days 

 For more information about field days and special events, including start times and locations, contact your 

county Extension office or visit UT AgResearch online at http://agriculture. tennessee.edu/news/Field 

Days.  

October 13 ð Northeast Tennessee Beef Expo Special Events  

October 8 ð Heritage Festival  

October 15 ð Fall Folklore Jamboree 

 

Memphis Botanical Garden 

Memphis Garden Show, Symposium & Plant Sale: Sept. 30-Oct. 1:  9 a.m.-5 p.m.  
Free admission. Memphis Area Iris Society holds fall sale of iris rhizomes from the Tennessee Bicenten-

nial Iris Garden at MBG. This sale will be held in conjunction with the symposium and plant sale. E-

mail: Beth0033@aol.com  

 

UT Gardens-Jackson to Host Fall Plant Sale 

October 5-6   3:30-6:30 PM 

JACKSON, Tenn. ð The annual UT Gardens-Jackson Fall Plant Sale is scheduled for October 6 at the 

University of Tennessee's West Tennessee AgResearch and Education Center.  In addition to a large offer-

ing of trees, shrubs, perennials, bulbs and pansies, the Fall Plant Sale will also feature guided garden tours 

and workshops. Garden tours begin at 2:00 p.m.; the sale will run from 3:30-6:30 p.m. 

 

Oleo Acres 

Tripple the fun!!!!  

Saturday, October 22 at 10:00am 

Survival Workshop where we will talk about Old Time Farm Ways, the storage of winter squashes and po-

tatoes and have a Draft Horse Demonstration.  Then we will caravan up to the Dizzy Daisy Cafe on the 

court square in Covington TN where we will have a delicious lunch and listen to a presentation by a guest 

speaker from the Tipton County Master Gardeners!! After lunch we head to the Urban Project presented by 

Garden Consultant, Sherl Rose of 3 B's Gardener. She will talk about fall gardens, cold frames and how to 

put your garden to bed for the winter. There will be a $25.00 fee per person for this event in advance. 

Checks or Money orders can be mailed to Oleo Acres 269 McDonald Rd Stanton, TN. 38069 Payment and 

menu selection must be in by Oct. 17th for a head count and food preparation. NO LAST MINUTE ADD 

ON GUESTS!!!!  
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Mark Your Calendar 
UT Gardens Jackson TN 

Pumpkin Field Day 

September 29, 2011  1 to 5 PM 

The annual UT Pumpkin Field Day in September will provide information on pumpkin production for commercial-

scale growers and home gardeners and will feature sessions for commercial-scale growers that will provide the latest 

information on varieties, disease and weed control, marketing tips and alternative production methods.  A pumpkin 

production workshop will also be offered for homeowners who want to grow a few pumpkins to stock the pantry or 

provide décor around the home. In this general overview class, first-time growers can learn the essential steps to har-

vesting a good pumpkin crop.  Visitors also may attend a UT Kitchen Divas cooking class featuring fall-themed 

pumpkin and squash recipes. The classes will be offered hourly, as will a wagon tour of the Research Center 

grounds.  One of the highlights of Pumpkin Field Day is the newest Pumpkin Display. Comprised of more than 

5,000 pumpkins, gourds and winter squash, the 2011 display features more than 70 cucurbit varieties. UT AgRe-

search horticulturist and display designer Jason Reeves will introduce attendees to the more interesting varieties and 

give a guided tour of the display.  There is no cost to attend the field day, but anyone who wants to attend the 

Kitchen Divas cooking class should pick up a reservation ticket upon arrival since there is limited seating in those 

sessions.  A complete schedule of classes will be available soon online at http://west.tennessee.edu and on the Face-

book  page "UT Gardens Jackson." For more information, call 424-1643. 

 
Memphis Botanic Gardens 

The Dream Team: Refreshing Tired Landscapes 

Oct 8, 2011   (9:00 AM - 12:00 PM) 

(Doors open at 8:30 a.m.)  

Dream Team members will focus on troublesome design issues submitted by Mid-South residents, presenting op-

tions for enhancing landscapes in our region. Expert panel members include landscape designers Suzy Askew, Tom 

Pellet and Dale Skaggs, as well as Master Gardener Anne Riordan, whose garden was recently featured in Better 

Homes and Gardensmagazine.  

MBG members $3/non-members $8.  

Sponsored by the Memphis Area Master Gardeners and Memphis Botanic Garden.  Contact Caroline 

Forster, 384-8979, for more information or visit www.memphisareamastergardeners.org.   

 
Memphis Botanic Gardens 

Brown Bag Lunch and Learn- Fall is the Time for Planting Daffodils! 

Oct 12, 2011    (12:00 PM) 

 Join Master Gardener June Davidson for this discussion of the selection and care of Daffodils.  

Bring your lunch or enjoy a box lunch from Fratelliôs at the garden. 

 Free to members or with Garden admission.  

Call 636-4100 for information. No reservations required. 

 

Oleo Acres 

Triple the Fun 

October 22, 2011 - 10:00am $25.00 registration  

You may be interested in making the Triple the Fun event October mid-month where you may learn some-

thing that you may not already know about Old Time Farm Ways, the storage of winter squashes and pota-

toes, witness a draft horse demonstration. Then a luncheon at the Dizzy Daisy Cafe on the court square in 

Covington TN where Beauton Matthews will speak. Finally at 1:00, head over to Master Gardener, Sherl 

Roseôs house for the Urban Project presentation on fall gardens and putting your gardens to bed for the 

winter. An email will follow with a pre-registration form for this event. 
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Mark Your Calendar 
Memphis Botanic Gardens 

Arborist Certification Prep Course  

Sep 6, 2011 - Dec 13, 2011    (6:00 PM - 8:00 PM) 
This course is for students who wish to enhance their knowledge of tree identification, function, evalua-

tion, and maintenance. This course also provides preparatory information and/or review for students who 

wish to take the "Certified Arborist Examination" designated by the International Society of Arboricul-

ture's certification program. Some of the topics to be covered are tree biology, soil properties, water man-

agement, nutrition and fertilization, tree pruning, selection, disease and problem diagnosis. Required Text: 

"Certified Arborist Study Guide" 2010 edition, available through the I.S.A. bookstore. Website: www.isa-

arbor.com. 

The Certified Arborist exam must be approved thru the I.S.A. and will be administered after the course is 

complete. Applications and proper payment for the exam must be received only in the I.S.A. office no later 

than twelve working days before a scheduled exam. NO LATE PAYMENTS ACCEPTED. Exam fee sepa-

rate from class fee. Anyone applying for the exam must also show at least three years involvement in the 

field of arboriculture. 

Instructor: Wes Hopper 

Fee: $375 

Call 636-4128 to register. 

 

Memphis Botanic Gardens 

Great Gardens of the World: Versailles 

Oct 16, 2011   (4:00 PM) 
 Join Ann McCormick for a virtual tour of this garden.   Light refreshments provided, pre-registration is 

required. MBG members $5/non-members $10. 

 Call 636-4128 for more information or to register. 

 
Memphis Botanic Garden 

Slow Gardening with Felder Rushing 

Oct 18, 2011  (6:30 PM) 
Back by popular demand, noted author and garden enthusiast Felder Rushing will entertain us with his 

practical and witty approach to gardening. 

 Heôll be sharing insights from his new book, Slow Gardening:  A No-Stress Philosophy for All Senses and 

Seasons, which will be available for purchase and signing after program.  

MBG members $8/non-members $10.  

No reservations required. Call 636-4128 for information. 

Oleo Acres 

2nd Annual Sorghum Festival 

October 14th through the 15th  
School tours are schedule for Thursday and Friday where they will demonstrate the sorghum making proc-

ess as done in olden days. Saturday they will have a Square Dancing at 1pm. 

Accepting applications for crafters to set up at the festival.  All crafts will be handmade and demonstrated 

on site.  
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Memphis Botanic Garden 

Herb Garden Opening Celebration 

Oct 27, 2011  (5:00 PM) 
Shop the Memphis Herb Society Market from 5:00-6:15 for an array of herbal foods, cosmetics, books, gift 

items, and commemorative plants propogated in the Gardenôs greenhouse. 

 At 6:15 p.m., join Garden staff, Memphis Herb Society and Herb Garden designers for a celebratory ribbon 

cutting and opening of the new Herb Garden.  

This Garden will boast one of the Southôs largest collections of useful plant species from around the 

world, showcased in three interwoven spaces, the woodland, meadow, and formal herb gardens. 

 At 7:00 p.m., Memphis Herb Society will host Hurray for Horseradish: 2011 Herb of the Year! by Gail Banks 

and Evelyn Mosley, as part of their scheduled monthly program.  

Admission is free to public. 

 

Dixon Gallery and Gardens 

Dried Flower Workshop 

Saturday, October 15, 2011 - 10:30  

Celia Chastain, Floriculturist at the Dixon, will conduct a workshop about making a fall wreath using dried 

flowers, pods, and grasses. Celia will explain techniques in drying flowers and will suggest flowers that are 

well suited for these arrangements. All flowers used in the workshop have been grown at the Dixon and dried 

by Celia and include hydrangeas, roses, statice, okra, peonies, straw flowers and dried grasses. RESERVA-

TIONS REQUIRED. $25 MEMBERS; $35 NON-MEMBERS.  

 

Dixon Gallery and Gardens 

Trough Planting Workshop 

Saturday, October 22, 2011 - 10:30 am  

We have hosted over a dozen hypertufa workshops and many participants have asked for suggestions about 

appropriate plants for them, so here is your chance. Join Dale Skaggs as he demonstrates how to plant small 

conifers, sedums, and native plants in a 12ò x 18ò trough. You may install plants at the workshop in your own 

container or you may take the plants with you to install in a container you have at home. Dale will have a vari-

ety of plants from which participants may select as well as a list of plants he recommends for container plant-

ing. Plants and potting soil will be furnished. RESERVATIONS REQUIRED. $50 FOR MEMBERS; $60 

FOR NON-MEMBERS  

 

Dixon Gallery and Gardens 

Munch and Learn June Davidson, Master Gardener, Fall Is TheTime for Bulbs 

Wednesday, October 26, 2011 - 12:00 pm  

Join Master Gardener June Davidson, a former president of the Memphis Horticulture Society and one of the 

most knowledgeable daffodil experts in the Mid- South, for his discussion about the fall planting of spring-

blooming bulbs. He will make recommendations about specific bulbs that do well here as well as make sug-

gestions about how to order quality bulbs and then how to plant them. Then plan to enter blooms in the Daffo-

dil Show at the Dixon next March.  

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 



Dixon Gallery and Gardens 

Forcing Bulbs Workshop 

Wednesday, October 26, 2011 - 1:30 pm  

Dale Skaggs and Dixon garden staff will demonstrate how to grow bulbs in containers for forcing and discuss 

which bulb cultivars are best suited for pot culture. At this workshop each participant will create a garden of 

daffodils that will be appropriate for entry in the Daffodil Show at the Dixon on March 17-18, 2012. The fee 

includes container, about two dozen bulbs, potting mix, and care instructions. This workshop will immediately 

follow June Davidsonôs Fall is the Time for Bulbs ñMunch and Learnò presentation. RESERVATIONS RE-

QUIRED. $30 MEMBERS; $40 NON-MEMBERS. 

 

Dixon Gallery and Gardens 

Amaryllis and Paperwhite Bulb Workshop 

Wednesday, November 02, 2011 - 10:30 am  

Amaryllis and paperwhite narcissus are popular indoor bulbs that have become a holiday tradition at the 

Dixon. Join the garden staff as we demonstrate the proper way to pot the bulbs while discussing correct grow-

ing requirements, culture, and follow-up care. All participants will be given an amaryllis bulb, four paperwhite 

bulbs, containers, planting mix, and written instructions. These bulbs will flower in mid-December. RESER-

VATIONS REQUIRED. $25 MEMBERS; $35 NON-MEMBERS.  

 

Dixon Arboretum Celebration 

Saturday, November 05, 2011 - 10:00 am - 6:00 pm  

This fall the Dixon will be re-certified by the state of Tennessee as an arboretum. We have doubled the number 

of trees we have listed on our arboretum tour since the last certification. To celebrate this occasion, join us for 

a day of activities that will include tours, toasts, and informative lectures by arborist Dr. Mark Follis and for-

ester Nick Bridgeman. 

 

Dixon Gallery and Garden 

Munch and Learn with Kevin Coble: Creating an Autumn Arrangement (part I)  

Tuesday, November 15, 2011 - 12:00 pm  

Memphisô own treasure and nationally-renowned floral designer Kevin Coble will demonstrate how to con-

struct a decorative display for your Thanksgiving table, using an assortment of seasonal stems and natural ele-

ments. Learn tricks used by professionals about keeping your designs fresh for weeks. With a few changes, 

this arrangement will be the basis for the holiday design to be created on December 7.  

 

Dixon Gallery and Garden 

Phoebe Cook Lecture Chanticleer: A Pleasure Garden in the Making by William Thomas 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 - 11:00 am - 8:00 pm  

The Phoebe Cook Lecture Series, co-sponsored by the Memphis Garden Club, member of the Garden Club of 

America, and the Dixon Gallery and Gardens, provides an opportunity to bring outstanding speakers in horti-

culture, conservation, and floriculture to Memphis. The series is funded by gifts from the late Phoebe Cook 

Welsh and her children in memory of her mother, Phoebe Cook.  
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The Tipton County Master Gardener Program 

trains and maintains horticulture volunteers 

for the University of Tennessee (UT) Extension 

Office. The goals of this program shall be to 

increase the availability of horticultural infor-

mation for their members and the community 

at large and to improve the quality of life for 

the residents of Tipton County through horti-

culture volunteer activities. 

 

Primary Business Address 

111 West Washington Avenue 

Covington, TN 38019-2557 
 

Weõre on the Web: 

TiptonCountyMasterGardeners.com 

FaceBook 

https://utextension.tennessee.edu/tipton/

Pages/default.aspx 

 

October Birthdays 

Phone: 901-476-0231 

Fax: 901-476-0235 

E-mail: bleigh1@utk.edu 

 

 Rita Johnson October 7 

 

 Gwen Jones  October 7 

 

 Jim Houston  October 18 

 

 Leonard Bergen October 24 

 



Mobile Alabama Trip 


