
A project I had been planning 

was keeping me awake at 

night.  Am I OCD, you ask? 

When it comes to gardening, 

yep, probably so. I think it 

runs in the family. Just ask 

my sister. 

Two weeks ago I spent over 

$100 in the garden center at a 

local hardware chain. Itôs 

January, right? With the help 

of a very good friend, we 

picked out decorative blocks 

for a short wall to slow down 

the water runoff in my back 

yard.  After unloading the 

blocks, and with a couple of 

mashed fingers, we managed 

to finish stacking the load just 

as my dear husband showed 

up on the back steps asking 

what were we doing.  Breath-

less, I replied, ñNothing now, 

dearest.ò 

Monday, January 9, 2012, I 

finally made it into the back 

yard.  I pulled out my trusty 

knee pads, gloves, a garden 

trowel, and a level.  Oh, and 

not to forget my plastic patio 

chair. Then I got to work. 

Laying the blocks was harder 

than I thought. I the ground 

beneath some of the blocks 

had to be leveled, so there 

was a little digging required 

(this is where the trowel came 

in).  I had to build up other 

places as well.  I did lay some 

newspaper and mulch on top 

of the papers, hoping to keep 

my excavation work some-

what intact.  In a few days it 

is my intention to use same 

construction adhesive to ce-

ment the stacked blocks to-

gether.  I will then create a 

lasagna garden for a new 

flower bed. 

Friday, January 20, 2012. I 

went back to the garden cen-

ter at that local hardware 

chain and purchased 20 bags 

of top soil (for filler in the 

low spots in the yard and 

some for the back fill behind 

my wall) and some peat moss 

(for layering in this new bed).  

A pallet of the top soil was 

( continued on page 4 )  

From Our President 

If you are planning on 
planting fruit trees this 
year, they should be 
planted where they re-
ceive full sun for six or 
more hours a day. For 
maximum production, 
they should be planted 
in soils that drain well. 
Also check with the 
dealer to see does that 
type you purchase need 

a pollinator. Many home-
owners get frustrated 
when the fruit they 
planted take a long time 
to bear fruit. 
     Normally, it takes ap-
ple trees two to five 
years, peach trees three 
to four years; pear trees 
four to six years and fig 
trees two to three years 
to bear fruit.  

Dwarf apple and pear 
trees usually begin to 
bear fruit one to two 
years earlier than taller 
trees. When growing 
fruit in your home land-
scape, make sure you 
provide adequate oppor-
tunity for pollination. 
     There are two types 
of fruit trees: self-
pollinators and cross 
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Extension Highlights (continued) 

hybrid tea roses late this 
month; cut all crossed 
branches and reduce 
canes by 1/3 -1/2.  
Anytime this month:   

¶ One of the most im-

portant low impact, pre-

ventive sprays on orna-

mentals, dormant oil, is 

applied this month. Apply 

a dormant oil spray to all 

broadleaf evergreens in-

cluding boxwood, hollies, 

and azaleas. At the Dixon 

we also apply dormant oil 

to our hemlocks and dog-

wood trees. It is a low 

impact way to cut down 

on pests like lace bugs, 

and scale for the coming 

year.   This spray cannot 

be applied if it is too hot 

or too cold, so read the 

label carefully.  
¶ When weather permits 

and the soil is workable, 

plant woody ornamentals; 

they will be established 

and more drought tolerant 

if planted now rather than 

in the spring.  

¶ Perennials that are 

dormant can be safely 

moved or divided now.  
¶ This is a good time to 

prune because the leaves 

are gone from deciduous 

plants, allowing you to see 

the branch structure bet-

ter. The exception is 

spring - flowering shrubs.  

¶ Most broad leaf ever-

greens and shrubs includ-

ing boxwood can be 

pruned this month. Do not 

shear plants now.  
¶ Try rooting the cut-

tings from boxwood and 

other broad leaf ever-

greens; you will have 

plenty of material if you 

are pruning them anyway.  
Apply lime to your lawn. 

Liming is a very impor-

tant, but often overlooked 

aspect to a healthy lawn. 

It is likely that your lawn 

can use lime, but if in 

doubt take a soil test.   

February Garden Tasks 
Spring is just around the 

corner, but February 

weather in the Mid -South 

can still be quite unpre-

dictable. This month is an 

important planting month 

for woody plants, a time 

to prune, a time to plant, 

and a time for dormant oil 

application.  

Early this month:  

¶ Before the 15 th  of this 

month sow spinach seeds.  
Plant Asparagus roots; it 
will take a couple of years 

until they are ready for 
harvest.  
Middle of the month:   

¶ After February 15 th  

plant radishes.  
After February 15 th  plant 

roses.  
Late this month:  
     We will be seeding clo-

ver as a cover crop in a 

storm -damaged area at 

the Dixon  
Plant lettuce, cabbage, 
and kale seeds.  
¶ English peas and 

sugar snap peas can be 

planted this month.  
Conduct major pruning on 
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place, the flowers may 
drop off immediately after 
the blooming period. In 
order for adequate cross 
pollination to take place, 
the trees should be 
planted within 50 to 75 
feet of each other.  Most 
peaches are  self pollina-
tors, most pear trees 
need at least two differ-

ent varieties for maximum 
production. Normally, the 
Kieffer pear will set a 
fairly good crop without 
being cross- pollinated. 
Figs are self-pollinated. 
Blueberries need at least 
two different varieties for 
maximum production. 
Strawberries are self-
pollinated 

 

We are here to 

cultivate the  

garden and take 

care of it. 

Genesis 2:15 

pollinators. Self-
pollinators will produce 
fruit by themselves. 
Cross-pollinators need 
two different varieties of 
the same type of fruit for 
pollination. Most fruit 
trees require cross polli-
nation.   
When successful polli-
nation does not take  



( Continued from page 1 ) 

loaded into the back of my husbandõs truck.  (Shhh, donõt tell him.) That very good friend of mine was with me and as we unloaded 

the bags a couple broke open.  Soil dirtied the bed liner in the truck.  Needless to say the water hose was used and a very good job of 

cleaning the truck bed was done. 

I gathered some molding grass clippings & mixed them with the top soil. It is layered with newspaper, pine bark mini nuggets, coffee 

grounds from work, moldy grass clippings, and top soil. Now Iõll wait allowing the rains to settle everything before adding anything 

else. 

Well as you can tell the new bed is coming along and I wonõt be planting anything for another couple of months anyway. Now Iõll 

have to decide how big to make it and what shape it needs to be.  Any suggestions? 

Oh and as an afterthoughtéwhy do we own a pickup truck if itõs going to cause an argument any time itõs suggested to be used as a 

pickup truck?  Because I enjoy trying to get away with using it without getting caughtéhehehehehe. 


