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From our President
ground dries.

"Spring Fling" is
progressing very
well from all re-
ports I am receiv-
ing.

Everyone who has
been responsible
for planning this
has done a very
commendable
job. 1 hope every-
one, including our
interns, are plan-
ning to participate
in setting up,
working, and help-
ing tear down.

April is almost
here and the urge
to plant something
is in my blood.

I had plans for
planting corn, but
the seed I ordered
came one day
late, so I will have
to wait until the

strength t o

sundad.im G.

Brownos

Gardener 0s

Please invite your
friends and
neighbors to-

come. Community
support is needed as
well as from our
master gardeners.

Looking forward to
working with every-
one.

Thanks,

Vernon Pairmore
President

us
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During the growing season, the
average home gardener may
grow 5 to 10 different vegetables
in their garden. Each vegetable
has its own special cultural re-
quirements. Here are some an-
swers to some gardening ques-
tions asked by homeowners:

Q: My tomato plants flower
well, but the flowers drop off
without setting fruit. What is
causing this?

A: Temperatures too high or too
low will prevent fruit from devel-
oping. Night temperatures below
60 and day temperatures above
90 will keep your tomatoes from
setting fruit. Also excessive
moisture and too much nitrogen
fertilizer will keep your tomato
plants from producing fruits.

Q: What causes the end of the
tomato to have a black spot on

Early this month

Fertilize fescue

them?

A: This is blossom end rot on
your tomatoes; this is caused by
moisture fluctuation and low soil
pH. You need a soil pH between
6.0 and 6.5. You local Extension
Service has soil boxes for taking
a soil sample, the address is on
the box where you mail it to.

Q: What causes my tomatoes to
be deformed?

A: Cold weather at the time of
fruit set may cause tomatoes to
be deformed. Also this can be
caused by low moisture in the
soil.

Q: Can I plant the vegetable
seeds I had left over from plant-
ing | ast
A: Normally, if the seed has
been stored well, many of them
will germinate. Many garden
eeds may be kept for two years

Divide late summer & fall blooming perennials

and cool

S e a s adleask @itwges works wel. o u

or even longer in a cool dry loca-
tion.

Q: Is it safe to add saw dust or
wood chips to the garden?

A: Yes, provided these products
have been composted for a year
or more, before adding to your
garden. Fresh wood chips de-
pleted the soil of nitrogen fertil-
izer.

Q: Do walnut trees really cause
tomato plants to wilt and die?

A: Yes, roots of walnut trees pro-
duce a toxic substance (juglone)
that can cause tomato plants to
wilt and die.

Q: Will corn make if I only

S e a s o rplant one row?

A: Yes, but you may have lots
of ears wi
ter to have three short rows, than
one long row for cross pollina-

(Continued on page 13)

Although this is a cooler than usual spring this year and many plants are behind schedule, April is still the
one of the finest months for the spring show in the Mid-South. The azaleas and dogwoods will peak this
month, and the weather is usually pleasant. It is also a busy time for gardeners, and it is a great time to
plant most plants. Everyone seems to want to garden this month.

9 Turn on your irrigation system and adjust your heads. If you have a drip system, check emitters.

di dnot

Petunias will take a light frost, so you could probably set these out before the 15 " of the month.
This is your last chance to overseed any thin spots in your fescue lawn. At the Dixon we use a core aerator to prep the soil

I Plant veggie plants on the first weekend this month (broccoli plants, loose leaf lettuce, radishes)

(Continued on page 5)
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Plant of the Month i Flowering Quince

_ types: Chaenomeles japonica

My choice for this month's Plant of the
Month is Flowering Quince. The choice was quince would really like full sun. Quince
difficult for me because the daffodils are does not seem to be picky about soil

absolutely outstanding this year, as are

the star magnolias and the kerrias, but it  can grow rather large (8°-10" tall and

finally had to come down to length of
bloom and impact in the garden.

The quince are the earliest flowering

blooming shrubs in my garden next to the raspberries, blackberries and goose-

witch hazels. And while 1 find the witch

hazels to be a bit fickle, the quince never which are probably to help protect the
fails to bloom and bloom big. They are the fruit but ouch if you are trying to

red shrubs you see all around town and boy weed around a quince. Be sure to site
do they shine. I can*t think of another red your plant accordingly.

blooming shrub so the quince really stands

out. It you can think of one that blooms in  What is your choice Plant of the

the spring let me know. The red is most
welcomed this time of year.

There are several different cultivars

available and you can find quince flow-
_ J ering in shades of oranges, pinks, reds,
8% and whites. In my garden I grow three

*‘Rubra* (pictured above), Chaenomeles
speciosa "Texas Scarlet” (which
fruited last year!), and Chaenomeles x
superba *Jet Trail" (a white flowering
type). All three are reliable and easy
to grow plants in my garden; which is
sun challenged. That being said though,

and can tolerate drought well. They
wide) and need some room to spread
for best effect. There is one down
side to these shrubs, they have

thorns. Like most fruiting plants (think

berries) these plants grow thorns

Month in your garden?
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http://tinaramsey.blogspot.com/2009/09/texas-scarlet-flowering-quince-bears.html
http://tinaramsey.blogspot.com/2009/09/texas-scarlet-flowering-quince-bears.html
http://tinaramsey.blogspot.com/search/label/Kerria%20japonica

Sanctioned Projects

TITLE LOCATIONS TIME DATE PROJECT MANAGER CONTACT INFO
Various
Covington Sherl Rose earthguardian56@aol.com
Locations
Sherl Rose earthguardian56@aol.com
Museum TC Museum
Lynda Carter bigorange63@aol.com
Ext Office Assistant UT Ext Office Booker T Leigh bleighl@utk.edu

Master Gardener February Birthdays.

Linda Carter April 1st
David Busby April 3rd
Bill Bryant April 8th

Glenda Rider April 27th
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April Garden Tips (continued from page 2)

f 1t is not too late to prune your crape myrtles and other plant
If you have had leaf miner problems on your boxwood or lace bugs on your azaleas, you might want to try a relatively new prod uct,
Imidacloprid. This product can be used as a soil drench now and it will most likely be the one -step solution. Homeowners can pur-

chase this product as Bayer Advance Tree & Shrub Formula from local independentlyowned garden centers.

Middle of the month
9 Prune any spring flowering plants like forsythia and quince that have finished flowering and fertilize them. It is bestto tr y to em-
phasize their natural shape.
f Pl ant warm season annuals and tender bedding plants, buis™donaot

Two things are certain: taxes and late freezes.
Plant warm weather veggies like snap beans and sweet corn into the prepared ground.

End of the month

I Plant caladiums when the weather gets warm because they are very tender. You can start your bulbs indoors if you have a
warm location.

91 Fertilize and prune spring flowering camellias and azaleas after they are finished blooming

9 Plant zinnia seeds outdoors when the ground is warm.

9 Plant tomatoes, peppers, and watermelons late this month, but wait until May to plant okra.

9 Fertilize your warm season lawn grasses with a complete fertilizer that contains a slow release nitrogen
Watch for broadleaf weeds in your lawn, and treat with a post -emergent broad leaf herbicide if needed.

Anytime this month
9 Itis a good time to plant most woody plants before it gets hot.

f Most ornamental plants can be ferti |l-ieleasecoroductsror proflucty with orghnicchioré-t | a s
gen.
' Mulchyourgardenwith1-26 of organic material to thwart weeds and prepare

9 Fertilize spring flowering bulbs after they flower.

tion.

Plough deep while sluggards sleep; and you shall have corn to
sell and keep. Benjamin Franklin

There 1s nothing that 1s comparable to it, as satisfactory or as
thrilling , as gathering vegetables one has grown.  Alice B.
Toklas

Working in the garden gives me something beyond the enjoy-
ment of the senses. It gives me a profound feeling of inner
peace. Ruth Stout



Garden Funnies and puzzles

The real meaning of plant catalog terminology:

"A favorite of birds" means to avoid planting near cars, sidewalks, or clotheslines.

"Grows more beautiful each year" means "Looks like roadkill for the foreseeable fu-
ture."

"Zone 5 with protection" is a variation on the phrase "Russian roulette.”

"May require support” means your daughter's engineering degree will finally pay off.
"Moisture -loving" plants are ideal for landscaping all your bogs and swamps.
"Carefree" refers more to the plant's attitude than to your workload.

"Vigorous" is code for "has a Napoleonic compulsion to take over the world."
"Grandma's Favorite" -- until she discovered freeflowering, diseaseresistant hybrids.

A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining,
the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing,

and the lawn mower is broken.
- James Dent

A man walks into a flower shop "I'd like some flowers please."
"Certainly, Sir. What did you have in mind?"

He shrugs "Well I'm not sure, | uh, | uh, I uh..."

"Perhaps | could help. What exactly have you done?"

A new business was opening and one of the owner's friends wanted to send
him flowers for the occasion. The flowers arrived at the new business site
and
the owner read the card: "Rest in Peace."

The owner was annoyed, and called to complain."Sir, I'm really sorry for
the
mistake, and sorry you were offended," said the florist. "But even worse,
somewhere
there is a funeral taking place today, and they have flowers with a note say-
ing,
"Congratulations on your new location."



Pictures from the field

Leaf casting class at Rita Reynolds nursery in March

member, many insects attack plants belonging to a cer-
e T —— T \ i




Dandelion Wine

- 3 quarts of dandelion flowers without stems. Pick the flowers at midday when
they are fully open.
- 1 gallon of hot water.

- 1 pound of golden raisins - these add body to the finished wine.
- 3 pounds of granulated white sugar.

- 2 lemons including peels, pulp and juice.

- 2 oranges including peels, pulp and juice.

- 1 pound of dry yeast

- 1 teaspoon yeast nutrient (helps with fermentation)

Wash the dandelion heads and remove as much green material as possible. Place
in a large bowl or pot (preferably non-metal) and cover with boiling water. Cover
the container tightly with plastic wrap or a fitted lid. Let this sit for two days (but
no more), and stir twice a day.

After two days is up, pour the mixture into a large pot and bring to a low boil. Add
the sugar and the citrus peels - make it a point to peel very thinly trying not to get
any of the white membrane. Boil for one hour, and then pour the mixture into a
container large enough to hold it.

Add the citrus pulp and juice, and allow the mixture to cool. Add the yeast and nu-
trient, cover, and let sit for three days. Strain into jugs or large bottles, add the rai-
sins, and cap. The mixture will start to clear in about a month, at which time the
wine can be strained once more, bottled, and capped or corked. Store in a dark,
cook place for at least 6 months (a year is better).



Getting to Know our Master Gardeners

“ 'Na_mGI Pat Keller
";fBirth Place: St. Louis, MO

Gardening background: None. As a child my fa-
ther raised a few tomatoes

§ How did you get your start in gardening? When I
** oot married, I tried growing plants that were given to
me and if they lived fine. But when we moved into
my husbandos family home
' grandmother both were avid gardeners, I wanted to

® take care of some of the plants that were already here.
i Hence I joined the Master Gardeners and took the
classes.

What is your favorite plant? I love the old fashion cockscombs. They are

showy, reseed themselves and are drought tolerant. I am also fond of nandinas and
holly.

What is your favorite gardening tool? The four wheeler and trailer, as it can
carry the hand tools and I can fill it up with weeds, etc.

What is a plant/flower that you would recommend to other gardeners?

How long have you been a Master Gardener?

How did you find out about the Master Gardener Program? I knew that
Beauton was a gardener and I was asking her questions and she told me about the
Master Gardener classes. She did a follow up and encouraged me to join. I really
did not have time, but then again I need to learn, so I could plant hollys, etc. so
they would start growing.

Anything else you would like to share about yourself and gardening? My
passion is I think I will concentrate on growing holly, nandinas, and hydrangeas,
along with other old heirloom plants and flowers.




Mark Your Calendar

Memphis Botanic Gardens

Family Rain Barrel Workshop

Apr 3, 2011

(2:00 PM - 4:00 PM)

Looking for a fun way for your family to Go Green?

To provide your lawn with one inch of water takes a little over half a gallon per square foot. That means that every
10'x10" area will require over 62 gallons of water. That doesn't sound like much until you consider that a 100' x 100'
lawn uses 6,230 gallons of water every time you turn on the sprinklers!

Add a rain barrel to your home garden to water your flowers and vegetables, or just to make mud pies! Learn easy
ways to help conserve water from Shelby County engineer, Chris Masin.

Each family will receive a 55-gallon rain barrel that they will paint together to take home and use.

$40 supply fee per family, includes Garden admission

Delicious and Nutritious Vegetables

Apr 5, 2011

(7:00 PM)

Descriptions of the Disease  -fighting Power of Produce

This lecture by Dean A. Kopsell, Ph.D., is part of monthly meeting of the Memphis Horticultural Society.
Memphis Horticulture Society members free

Guests $5

Going Green Lunch Scene

Apr 7, 2011 - Apr 28, 2011

Thursday afternoons will offer lunchtime lectures with guest speakers on a variety of topics.
April 7:  Composting 101 with Carl Wayne Hardeman

April 14:  Organic Gardening 101 with Kay McAdams

April 21: Recycle RightCreative Recycling in the Garden with Linda Overton Phillips

April 28:  Growing and Using Herbs for Health with Evelyn Mosley

Free to members or with Garden admission

No reservations required.

Bring your own lunch or order from Fratelli's Cafe in the Garden.

Memphis Botanic Garden Walking Tour

Apr 12,2011 - Apr 12, 2011

(1:30 PM - 3:00 PM)

This tour is designed for the general public that may not have experienced the beauty of the grounds of the
Memphis Botanic Garden or a member who has never taken a guided tour. We will cover the history of the
Botanic Garden and focus on the new herb garden. This is a walking tour of as many gardens as time al-
lows. Wear comfortable shoes. Free with general admission.

Brown Bag Lunch and Learn with Paul Little

Apr 13,2011 - Apr 13, 2011

(12:00 PM - 12:00 PM)

Going Green from the Ground Up with Paul Litiléeen roofs are no longer a novelty. Join Paul Little as

he discusses the green roof movement. Reduce storm water runoff, improve insulation, increase oxygen

production, and reduce the footprint made by a building by planting the roof. Bring your own lunch or order

from Fratellio6s Caf ® i nmembere$s. Gal 63d-€100 for iMoenmativre Kos F REE

reservations required.

Springbés Best Plant Sal e
Memphis Botanic Gardens



April 15-17

Aquatic Plants with Hyun Jung Cho, Ph.D.

Apr 21,2011 - Apr 21, 2011

(7:00 PM - 7:00 PM)

Join Dr. Cho, Associate Professor of Biology at Jackson State University, where she teaches Wetland Ecology
and Remote Sensing for Environmental Science for this discussion of aquatic plants. Her current research fo-
cus includes development of habitat models for aquatic vegetation, health assessments of MS and LA salt
marshes affected by the Gulf of Mexico oil spill, and improving underwater habitat mapping using airborne
and satellite data. MBG members and full time students $5/general admission $7. No reservations necessary.
For information, contact hyun jung.cho@jsums.edu.

6reat Gardens of the World

May 15, 2011

(4:00 PM)

Join Suzy Askew for an informal visit to the historic garden Villa de Medici (Fiesole, Italy) in image and plant.
Pre-registration is required. Beverages and light snacks provided.

MBG members $5/ nonrmembers $7

Call 636-4128 for more information or to register

Mid-South Hydrangea Society Annual Garden Tour & Plant Sale
Saturday, June 4

Brown Bag Lunch and Learn

Jun 8, 2011

(12:00 PM)

Join Dr. Chris Cooper with the Shelby County Extension Office as he discusses landscaping in the sometimes
difficult soil and climate of the Memphis area.

Bring your lunch or enjoy a box lunch from Fratelli's at the garden.

MBG members FREE/non-members $5

Call 636-4100 for information.

No reservations required.

American Hydrangea Society Garden Tour
Atlanta, GA
Saturday, June 11

Dixon Gardens
2011 Wildflower Plant Sale
April § & 9, 8 am - 4 pm

Memphls area Master Gardeners
Memphis Area Master Gardeners Spring Fling
Agricenter

April 1-2 2011



Others

Herb and Wildflower Day,

Saturday, April 2

Townsend, TN The event takes place at the Townsend Visitors Center.

We have an array of wildflower talks by botanists and naturalists, walks in the Smokies, plus a gardening class
taught by UT Extension, and four garden centers will be here with plants for saled ranging from lilies to herbs
to nursery-grown natives. There will also be pottery and baked goods for sale

International Butterfly Festival
June 24-25, 2011

Paris, Arkansas

Tennessee Native Plant Society Field Trip
Millstone Mountain, Tipton County
April 9, Time and place to meet to be announced

Earth Day Celebration
Tipton County Museum
April 16

West Tennessee Strawberry Festival
Humboldt, Tennessee

May 1-7, 2011

www.wtsf.org

Tennessee Iris Festival

Dresden, Tennessee
April 30 to 7 May 2011
www.tennesseeirisfestival.com

Anthonys Herb Festival
Ant honyds Herb Farm, Brighton, TN
May 28-29 2011


http://www.wtsf.org
http://www.tennesseeirisfestival.com

(Continued from page 2)
group and reject unrelated ones. For example, cucumber beetles enjoy cucumbers, squash and melons of the
cucurbit family; they are not a pest of corn, peas or beans. Do not plant all cucurbit plants in one place in the
garden. If you have enough space, it would be better to mix them with other vegetables that are not of that
family. If you have many tomato plants, do not put them all in the same location. Remember, tomato plants
need about six hours of sunlight to do well, do not plant them in a shady area.

Insects that begin to attack a particular vegetable will often spread to similar plants you may be able to re-
duce your losses of you do not put all of one group in the same location.

Here are a group of related vegetables:

Cold Crops: Cabbage, Cauliflower, Collards, Brussels sprouts and Broccoli
Green: Lettuce, Mustard and Turnips

Root Crops: Radishes, Turnips, Beets, Carrots, and Sweet Potatoes
Cucurbit Crops: Cucumbers, Melons, Pumpkin, and Squash.

E-mail your questions to bleighl@utk.edu. Include your name and area where you
live. For more gardening information, call the Tipton County Extension office at 476-
0231 or the Shelby County Extension office at 752-1207. Booker T. Leigh is the
Extension director for Tipton County.
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