
Garden Gazette 

From our President 

Master gardeners can 
rise early and rush to 
catch the train when 
they are excited and 
looking forward to a 
fun time in New Or-
leans. I hope I am 
speaking for every-
one who made the 
trip, we had a great 
time, saw some 
beautiful gardens, al-
though we were very 
hot any time we were 
outside.  The food 
was delicious and the 
Amtrak train ride was  
quite different from 
driving, but a good 
experience.  (Parking 
would have been a 
real headache.) All of 
you need to be think-
ing of a trip for next 
year when hopefully 

more of us will be 
able to make the trip. 
 

Many, many thanks 
to Beauton and her 
crew for all the work 
and hours spent at 
Saturday's Heritage 
Day.  I have heard 
from some people 
who attended that our 
tent was there and 
presenting a good 
image for the Master 
Gardeners. Next 
year, I hope there are 
no conflicts and I can 
be there. 
 

These last days of 
September have 
been so refreshing, 
some days high tem-
peratures below 90,  
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    Tipton County Master Gardener’s 

however, the cold front 
that passed through 
during the weekend still 
didn't bring us rain. It's 
time to plant for spring, 
all those bulbs, etc. I 
learned from a gardener  
whose yard I visited on 
Sunday that fall is the 
best time to plant hy-
drangeas. 
 

Remember the monthly 
meeting on October 7 at 
6:00 p.m. Please plan 
to attend. 
 

 
Vernon Pairmore,  
President 

Weather means more when you have a garden.  There's 

nothing like listening to a shower and thinking how it is 

soaking in around your green beans.  ~Marcelene Cox 

 



The hot and dry weather this 
summer may be doing a num-
ber on your leaves. Watering 
your plants is very important 
for keeping them healthy dur-
ing this time. Most plants 
need to be watered at least 
once a week unless it rains an 
inch or more during that pe-
riod. 
 
     Plants in sandy soil may 
need watering two or three 
times a week during hot and 
dry weather, because the soil 
dries out more rapidly. Trees 
shrubs and evergreen plants 
can suffer this fall and next 
spring if allowed to dry out. 
Drying can damage roots, as 
we go into the winter, to help 
protect plants and conserve 
moisture, place about 2 to 4 

inches of mulch around them.  
     Here are some signs 
we are seeing on trees 
and shrubs that are under 
stress from the weather: 
·  Wilting, yellowing or browning 
   of leaves 
·  Early leaf drop 
·  New leaves are smaller than 
   normal 

   
   Remember your plants need 
1 inch of water per week for 
good growth. Watering should 
be done at one time rather 
than several times a week. 
We are still getting calls from 
homeowners finding lace bugs 
on their azalea leaves. These 
insects have see-through flat 
wings. They feed on the un-
derside of the leaves and 
make tiny black dots on 
leaves. 

     Severe problems can be 
treated with an insecticide. 
Check with your local garden 
center or nursery for the cor-
rect insecticide to control lace 
bugs on azaleas. Always read 
and follow label instructions. 
     E-mail your questions to 
bleigh1@utk.edu. Include 
your name and area where 
you live. For more gardening 
information, call the Tipton 
County Extension office at 476
-0231 Booker T. Leigh is the 
Extension director for Tipton 
County. 

October Gardening Tips 
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October is a great month in the Mid-South garden. Cool nights and warm days can really revive a tired 

garden after a hot summer. Flowers are reinvigorated with the fall rains and milder temperatures. The cool 

nights also intensify the flower colors.     

Early in the month  

 Early this month seed Poppies and Larkspur directly into prepared beds for blooms next spring. 

 Some fast growing annuals and perennials that are leggy and tattered can be cut back early this month 

to encourage bushiness and blooms. 

 In your veggie beds plant Cabbage and Kale. 

 You can still start or over-seed a fescue or other cool season grass during the first half of the 

month.  Tender seedling grass can be easily killed by foot traffic, so avoid waking on newly seeded grass. 

Fertilize cool season lawns with a slow-release balanced fertilizer. 

  

                                                                                                                         (Continued on page 4)                          
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Plant of the Month —  Hardy Fall Blooming Camellias 
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Camellias of old were famous for their lack of winter 

hardiness, but the group known as the Ackerman Hy-

brids buck that trend. Being reliably hardy as far north 

as USDA Zone 6, this group is better equipped to han-

dle the cold. Plant them in well drained, slightly acidic 

soil and water them as needed in summer and in times 

of drought. They prefer a bit of shade (pine tree shade 

is great), although some can be observed thriving in 

full sun. They also need protection from dry winter 

winds.  

Bloom time will depend on the cultivar, but blooms 

may appear in October and last several weeks. Some 

varieties will bloom into December. Flowering can also 

vary depending on environmental factors such as sun, 

soil condition and water. The blooms have a tendency 

to drop their petals separately, making the flower last 

a bit longer than it would otherwise. This habit also 

keeps litter from accumulating so noticeably on the 

ground below. Be aware that a hard freeze can burn 

the blooms thus shortening their majesty.  

More than 20 cultivars of fall bloomers are available. 

Ackerman fall-blooming varieties can easily be distin-

guished by the inclusion of words like 'Snow', 

'Winter’s’, 'Frost’ or ‘Ashton’ in their names. Some va-

rieties have been verified as hardy to -20 degrees, 

including 'Winter's Star', with large violet pink single 

blooms. 'Winter's 

Some fall-blooming camellias, such as 'Winter's Star', are 

reliably hardy as far north as USDA Zone 6. (Photo by J. 

Reeves.)  

Submitted by Matthew Morrow     

JACKSON, Tenn. — Autumn has officially fallen. Nothing 

save the highest achievements of our arts can even hope to 

rival the rich earth tones with which the trees will soon 

grace us. The kaleidoscope display need not end if you plant 

your landscape for fall color.  

You can always plant pansies, but have you considered a 

fall-blooming camellia? These evergreens are sure to supply 

you with the color fix that you crave, but the lustrous green 

foliage and pleasingly manageable shape also provide archi-

tectural interest, or can become a serviceable foundation 

planting along a woodland border. Fall bloomers may grow 

to be six 6 to 10 feet in height and about as wide. 

(Continued on page 6) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the Master Gardeners visited New Orleans by Train September 17 through the 
19th. We visited The Louisiana Botanical Gardens and Longue Vue Plantation. It was some of 
the most beautiful gardens and landscapes we've ever seen. We also enjoyed the sights and 
sounds of the Big Easy. Not only did we have fun, cemented friendships, we gained CEU's 
along the way. 



October Garden Tips (continued from page 2) 

Middle of the month  

 Cuttings of Coleus, Persian Shield, Salvias and other tender plants used as annuals can be stuck before 

frost and kept indoors or a greenhouse to root for next spring.                                                                  

 It is a good time to weed and mulch to prevent cool season weeds. 

 Limit pruning to cutting out deadwood on shrubs. Cutting back plants now encourages growth, which 

might not be able to harden off before a hard frost this fall. 

Move any tender plants indoors; it is a good idea to treat for any pests they may have picked up on their out-

door vacation. 

  

Late in the month 

 Harvest turnip greens if planted last month. 

Daffodils and other narcissus should be planted later in the month. 

  

Anytime this month 

 For Roses, deadhead spent flower blossoms. 

 Hybrid tea rose growers should continue their fungicide spray regime to control black spot. 

 Flowers should be plentiful on your roses, but resist the urge to fertilize. 

 October is one of the best months to plant most woody plants. The survival rate is greater, and plants 

planted in the fall have a chance to set roots before the growth next spring. 

 October is also the month to plant your fall annual color. Cabbage and kale plants along with pansies and 

other violas work well when planted this month. Pansies seem to respond well to blood meal worked into the 

soil. 

 Divide spring-blooming perennials. 

 This is a good time to rework perennial beds and rearrange plants to more suitable locations in terms of 

height and color. 

This month is the best time to plant garlic.  

"Where you have a plot of land, however small, plant a gar-

den. Staying close to the soil is good for the soul."~ 

Spencer W. Kimball 

 

 

 
“A garden is a friend you can visit anytime.” 

 

 

 

“Cares Melt when you kneel in your garden.” 
 

 

 



Beauty' is compact and upright with shell pink blooms and a lighter pink center. 'Winter's Charm' has columnar growth and 

peony-like lavender pink blooms. 'Winter's Hope' and 'Winter's Interlude' are both fairly vigorous and upright, the first hav-

ing semi-double white blooms and the latter a bright pink anemone form.  'Snow Flurry' boasts the ability to bloom heavily 

at an early age. The full peony to anemone white blooms pop out as early as September. 

For novelty enthusiasts 'Winter's Rose' is a very slow-growing but dense semi-dwarf form that boasts small leaves as well 

as flowers. This shell pink bloomer is sought after for Bonsai purposes, but there is no law which states that you must per-

form such an excruciating procedure upon it. No matter which cultivar you choose, you will enjoy them throughout the sea-

son. 

For more information on the hardy Ackerman’s as well as early spring bloomers check out the following Web sites:   
http://camellia-ics.org/_ics/ackerm1.htm  and http://www.usna.usda.gov/Newintro/camelli1.html 

(Continued from page 3) 

Garden Funnies and puzzles 

The Texas Rancher 
 

A man owned a small ranch near San Antonio. 
 

The Texas Labor Department got a tip that he was not paying proper 

wages to his help and sent an investigator out to interview him. 
 

"I need a list of your employees and how much you pay them," 

demanded the investigator. 
 

"Well," replied the rancher, "there's my ranch hand who's been with me 

for three years. I pay him $1200 a week plus free room and board. 
 

"The cook has been here for 18 months, and I pay her $1000 per week 

plus free room and board. 
 

"Then there's the half-wit. He works about 18 hours every day and does 

about 90% of all the work around here. He makes about $10 per week, 

pays his own room and board. But, I buy him a bottle of bourbon every 

Saturday night, and he also sleeps with my wife occasionally." 
 

"That's the guy I want to talk to... the half-wit," says the investigator. 
 

"That would be me," replied the rancher. 

http://camellia-ics.org/_ics/ackerm1.htm
http://www.usna.usda.gov/Newintro/camelli1.html


Garden Funnies and Puzzles continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers on page 21   

 

And just for fun ...  

 

Bulb: potential flower buried in Autumn, never to be seen again. 

- Henry Beard  

A weed is a plant that has mastered every survival skill except for 

learning how to grow in rows. 

- Doug Larson  

Hoeing: A manual method of severing roots from stems of newly 

planted flowers and vegetables. 

- Henry Beard  

Crabgrass can grow on bowling balls in airless rooms, and there is no 

known way to kill it that does not involve nuclear weapons. 

- Dave Barry  

Gardening is medicine that does not need a prescription ... and with 

no limit on dosage. 

- Author unknown 



Perennials for heavy clay soils-- Crossword 

 Dr. Leonard Perry, University of Vermont 

(depending on your browser the puzzle may appear to be missing parts, but should print okay) 

Choosing the right plants for the right place is becoming increasingly popular, as it results in better success 

with 

less work. This is often called ecological landscaping, or sustainable landscaping. The following are some of 

the best genera for this perennial habitat. Of course this will vary some with species, and with specific condi-

tions such as extremes.  Fill in the genus names, with common names given for clues. 
 

Clues 

Across 

2 daylily 

4 blue stars 

5 plume poppy 

8 globeflower 

9 blazing star 

12 Helen's flower 

14 foxglove 

16 coneflower 

19 perennial sunflower 

20 lady fern 
 

Down 

1 bee balm 

3 loosestrife 

4 bugleweed 

6 monkshood 

7 goat's beard 

10 black-eyed Susan 

11 pig squeak 

13 globe thistle 

15 hollyhocks 

17 windflower  (Answers in 

18 michaelmas daisy   November Newsletter) 



 

Pictures from the field 

Heritage Festival 2010  Booth Heritage Festival 2010 Master Gardeners 

Staff  

On the train to New Orleans On tour in New Orleans 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=90533940097&pid=31388363&id=1405213194&oid=90533940097
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=90533940097&pid=31388361&id=1405213194&oid=90533940097


Pumpkin Gooey Bars 

 

Cake 

 

1 pkg. yellow cake mix 

1 egg 

8 T. melted butter 

 

Filling 

 

1 8 oz. cream cheese, softened 

1 15 oz. can pumpkin 

3 eggs 

1 tsp. vanilla 

8 Tbsp. melted butter 

1 16 oz. box powdered sugar 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

1 tsp. nutmeg 

 

Combine cake mix, egg and butter, mix well.  Pat the mixture into the bottom of a 

lightly greased 13x9 baking pan. 

 

To make the filling:  In a large bowl, beat the cream cheese and pumpkin until 

smooth.  Add eggs, vanilla and butter. Add powdered sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg and 

mix well.  Spread pumpkin mixture over cake batter.  Bake at 350 for 40-50 min-

utes. 



UT Jackson Gardens 

2nd Annual Fall Plant Sale and Garden Lectures 

 

Friends of the UT Gardens Preview Party 

Wednesday, October 6, 2010 5 – 7pm 

Friends of the UT Gardens can enjoy an evening of shopping, light refreshments, 20% discount voucher on your first $100 purchase or less, and avoid 

the plant shopping rush on Thursday. 

Thursday, October 7, 2010 

Outdoor Talks and Plant Sale 2pm – 6:30pm 

Indoor Lecture 6:30pm 

Free Admission 

You don't want to miss this sale featuring hundreds of quality plants that will make great additions to your garden. Trees, shrubs and a wide selection of 

perennials, bulbs and pansies will be available for purchase. Plus, the Madison County Master Gardeners will be selling hypertufa pots and concrete leaf 

castings.  The sale begins at 3:00 p.m. for Friends of the UT Gardens. All others are welcome to shop between 3:30 - 6:30 p.m.  You can become a 

Friend of the UT Gardens or renew your support onsite at either event for a $35 dollar donation.  Besides shopping, visitors can hear outdoor presenta-

tions from UT Extension Specialist Carol Reese and UT Gardens Curator Jason Reeves. After the sale, join the Madison County Master Gardeners for 

an evening with Jason, who will share slides of his annual travels to renowned gardens across the U.S. 

The Plant Sale will also feature a special appearance by garden designer and award-winning author, Colston Burrell, who has written books such as 

Hellebores:  A Comprehensive Guide and A Gardener's Encyclopedia of Wildflowers. 

  Schedule 

2:00 p.m. – Walk About Garden Tour with Carol Reese 

3:00 p.m. – Plant Sale begins for Friends of the UT Gardens 

3:30 p.m. – Plant Sale opens for everyone 

4:30 p.m. – Walk About Garden Tour with Jason Reeves 

5:30 p.m. – Walk About with Carol 

6:30 p.m. – Jason’s indoor lecture on his annual travels to gardens across the U.S. 

 

Dixon Gardens 

Mark Your Calendar 



 

 

Mid-South Native Plant Conference   

From Friday, October 08 2010 

To Sunday, October 10 2010 

Every day  

 

 

 

 

  

Natives and Beyond: Sustainable Plants, Gardens and Communities  

After a 13-year hiatus, the Mid-South Native Plant Conference returns to Memphis October 8 through October 10, 2010. 

With the theme “Natives and Beyond: Sustainable Plants, Gardens and Communities” the conference brings a world-class 

roster of nationally acclaimed horticulturalists, botanists, and other environmental experts to Memphis. The conference is 

hosted by Dixon Gallery and Gardens, 4339 Park Ave., Memphis, TN. 

The purpose of the 2010 native plant conference is to promote awareness of the use of plant choices, horticultural practices 

and garden designs that work with nature and have a positive environmental impact. Attendees will have the opportunity to 

immerse themselves in sessions with world-class speakers who will provide the tools necessary for safe and ecological 

gardening to increase their own sustainability. 

An optional guided field trip through Overton Parkôs Old Forest and private garden tours will be offered on Sun-

day, October 10.   Cost is $100 with registration prior to September 1, 2010 and $125 after includes light eve-

ning refreshments, continental breakfast, box lunch and on-site vendor access.   

Registration: 

$100 Advance Registration through September 7; $125 Regular Registration  

Click to register or call (901) 761-5250  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Munch and Learn - ñNighttime is the Right Time For MakingéGardensò 

with Jesse Howley   

Wednesday, October 06 2010, 12:00pm - 1:00pm  

 

 

 

 

  

Today’s busy lifestyles and hectic social calendars often make the evening hours prime time for 

relaxing or entertaining in your garden.  Join Jesse Howley, Manager of Grounds Horticulture, in 

an enlightening discussion of how to utilize night-blooming plants, fragrances, colors and lighting 

techniques to enhance your outdoor spaces and make nighttime something special in the garden.  

Wednesdays at noon.  

Bring your lunch and join in the discussion! Local artists, experts and Dixon gallery and 

garden staff will share their knowledge of art and horticulture with talks, demonstra-

tion, and great conversation.  

Regular admission.  

Sponsored by the Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams Foundation.  

  

ñLiving Flower Arrangements with Layers of Bulbsò Workshop   

Saturday, October 16 2010, 12:30am - 2:00pm  

 

 

 

 

  

Brent Heath of Brent and Becky’s Bulbs will demonstrate how to create living flower ar-

rangements and distinguish which bulb cultivars are best suited for pot culture.  Each par-

ticipant will create his or her own arrangement with over two dozen daffodil, tulip, hyacinth 

and anemone bulbs.  Fee includes container, bulbs, potting mix and care instructions.  For 

an additional $10, we will provide a sandwich and drink as an optional lunch before the 

workshop begins.  Or feel free to bring your own lunch.  

Reservations required.  Limit 20.  Meet in the Catmur Horticulture Building.  $40 members, 

$50 non-members. 

  



 

 

 

 

The Shady Ladyôs Bulb Garden   

Saturday, October 16 2010, 10:30am - 12:00pm  

 

 

 

 

  

 Let Brent Heath of Brent and Becky’s Bulbs of Gloucester, Virginia illustrate the possibili-

ties of flower bulbs providing color in your shade garden during all four seasons.  If you are 

enjoying the myriad benefits of trees that help to keep your house cool in the summer and 

warm in the winter, learn about some bulbs that benefit from shade and others that tolerate 

it. 

Brent is a renowned hybridizer of daffodils and a third generation bulb grower.  He and his 

wife Becky trial many unusual and specialty bulbs on their 10-acre farm and gardens in Vir-

ginia and are the authors of the best-selling books, Daffodils for North American Gardens 

and Tulips for North American Gardens. 

Free.  Meet in the Winegardner Auditorium.  

  

Photo Workshop with Curt Hart   

Saturday, October 23 2010, 10:30am - 12:00pm  

 

 

 

 

  

  

Saturdays, October 23 and 30, 10:30 

Do you want to learn some basic photographic techniques and get the most from your digi-

tal camera?  Join us at the Dixon Gardens October 23 and 30 for a seminar on nature pho-

tography from experienced photographer Curt Hart, instructor and photographer at the Uni-

versity of Memphis.  Learn lighting and exposure techniques, composition, shutter speeds 

and ISO settings, along with a brief workshop on preserving your images. 

Curt Hart has 35 plus years of photographic experience, including nature and sports.  Sev-

eral of Curt's images have appeared in magazines, websites and promotional literature.  Join 

us for a hands-on seminar at the Dixon where Curt will answer questions and work one-on-

one to help make you a better photographer.  Bring your camera. 

Reservations required.  Meet in the Winegardner Auditorium.  $30 members, $40 non-

members.   

  



 

 

 

 

Munch and Learn - ñHow Chinese Plants Traveled The World to Grace   

Wednesday, November 03 2010, 12:00pm - 1:00pm  

 

 

 

 

  

Dr. Carolyn Kittleôs presentation will highlight the myriad of plants that came to the Mid-South from China so 

long ago that many people assume they are natives of the South, such as camellias, hydrangeas, azaleas, ma-

ples and peonies.  Dr. Kittle will be available for a book signing of the latest edition of the Mid-South Garden 

Guide, the invaluable book for area gardeners published by the Memphis Garden Club, of which she is the edi-

tor. 

Wednesdays at noon.  

Bring your lunch and join in the discussion! Local artists, experts and Dixon gallery and 

garden staff will share their knowledge of art and horticulture with talks, demonstra-

tion, and great conversation.  

Regular admission.  

  

Leaf-Casting Workshop   

Saturday, November 06 2010, 10:30am - 12:00pm  

 

 

 

 

  

We have had several classes on how to make beautiful leaf castings that can be used as bird-

baths, fountains or attractive garden ornaments; and they have always been popular.  Join 

Dale Skaggs for this hands-on workshop to create your own piece of art.  Fee includes all 

materials and instructions.  Participants will need to return at a later date to pick up the 

cured casting.  Bring your own large leaf, or use one we will provide. 

Reservations required.  Limit 20.  Meet in the Catmur Horticulture Building.  $20 members, 

$30 non-members. 

  



 

 

 

 

Amaryllis and Paperwhite Bulb Workshop   

Thursday, November 11 2010, 1:30pm - 3:00pm  

 

 

 

 

  

Amaryllis and paperwhite narcissus are popular indoor bulbs that have become a holiday 

tradition at the Dixon.  Join Greenhouse/Cutting Garden Manager Manjula Carter as she 

demonstrates the proper way to pot the bulbs and discusses correct growing requirements, 

culture and follow-up care.  All participants will be given an amaryllis bulb, four paper-

white bulbs, containers, planting mix and written instructions. 

Reservations required.  Limit 20.  Meet in the Catmur Horticulture Building.  $25 members, 

$35 non-members. 

  

The Art of Bonsai Exhibition   

Friday, November 12 2010, 10:00am - 4:00pm  

 

 

 

 

  

Friday, November 12, 10:00-4:00 

Saturday, November 13, 10:00-5:00 

Sunday, November 14, 1:00-5:00 

  

Just in time for fall color, we will be celebrating the art of bonsai at the Dixon with a dis-

play of these miniature trees on loan from Brussel’s Bonsai Nursery.  Come and see the 

beauty of nature mimicked by the controlling hand of horticulture in this exciting, ancient 

Asian art form.  

Regular Admission (Free for members).  Meet in the Hughes Pavilion. 

  



 

 

Hypertufa Trough Workshop   

Saturday, November 13 2010, 10:30am - 12:00pm  

 

 

 

 

  

Make your own “Stone Sink.”  Stone sinks are popular in the United Kingdom for display-

ing dwarf conifers, miniature hostas and other precious tiny plants and can cost well over 

$100 in stores.  Join Dale Skaggs for this hands-on workshop.  Fee includes all supplies, 

materials and instructions to make a 12”x18” trough.  Participants will need to return to pick 

up the finished sink at a later date.    

Reservations required.  Limit 20.  Meet in the Catmur Horticulture Building.  $30 members, 

$40 non-members.   

  



 

 

Phoebe Cook Lecture: William Cullina   

Thursday, November 18 2010, 11:00am - 12:30pm  

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Dixon is pleased to welcome William E. Cullina as our 2010 Phoebe Cook lecturer.  Bill is a for-

mer Director of Horticultural Research for the New England Wild Flower Society and is the current 

Director of Horticulture and Plant Curator for the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens in Boothbay, 

aŀƛƴŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ нрл ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊπ

dens (see www.mainegardens.org).  Holding degrees in plant science and psychology, Bill has been 

working in plant propagation and nursery production for over 20 years.  As a talented writer and 

nationally-recognized expert on North American native plants, he lectures on a variety of subjects 

to garden and professional groups. 

.ƛƭƭΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ .ƻǘŀƴȅ ƻŦ 5ŜǎƛƎƴΦέ  Using his latest book, Understanding Perennials, as 

the basis of his lecture, Bill Cullina tackles the thorny subject of garden design in a completely dif-

ferent way.  In this fun and information-filled talk, he explores the reasons for big leaves, variega-

tion, red foliage and flowers and ways to create more satisfying designs without breaking the 

budget.  He looks at life beyond the color wheel, discusses the importance of healthy soil and re-

veals some of his best horticultural secrets while weaving together aesthetics, psychology, botany 

and ecology into a fascinating one hour ride. It is a talk that beginning gardeners as well as sea-

soned pros will both learn from and enjoy.  

Take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to hear such a knowledgeable and experienced plant 

lover. A small number of his books (pictured below) will be available for purchase and signing by 

the author following his presentation.  Find out more about William Cullina by visiting 

www.williamcullina.com. 

The Phoebe Cook Lecture Series, co-sponsored by the Memphis Garden Club, members of the Gar-

den Club of America and the Dixon Gallery and Gardens, provides an opportunity to bring out-

standing speakers in horticulture, conservation and floriculture to Memphis.  The series is funded 

by gifts from Phoebe Cook Welsh in memory of her mother, Phoebe Cook.   

Free with Dixon admission.  Meet in the Winegardner Auditorium. 

  



 

 

Sugar, Sex and Poison: Shocking Plant Secrets: William Cullina   

Thursday, November 18 2010, 6:30pm - 7:30pm  

 

 

 

 

  

As we all know, plants are at the base of both the human and non-human food chain. Everything 

eats them directly or indirectly.  They have evolved an incredible arsenal of chemicals, camouflage, 

spines, hairs and waxes to discourage herbivores.  On the other hand, they expend a huge amount 

of their energy on pollen, nectar, edible fruits and sugary root exudates designed to attract and 

nourish animals, insects, fungi and bacteria so they can perform services such as pollination and 

defense.  Strengthening this natural economy through sound horticultural and agricultural prac-

tices is in essence what the organic movement is all about.  In this talk, Bill Cullina will show how 

this world of pollen, poisons, pigments, pheromones, sugars and sex translates to sound organic 

practices from which we can all benefit.  

$5.  Proceeds will benefit the Phoebe Cook Lecture Series Fund.  Meet in the Hughes Pavil-

ion. 

  



 

 

Memphis Botanical Gardens 

Dream Team Tackles Landscape Issues 

Oct 2, 2010  

(9:00 AM - 12:00 PM) 

 

Got a landscape problem you can't manage? A drainage problem? A shady area where nothing will grow? A big eyesore of 

a utility box?  

 

Don't worry, the "Dream Team" is coming to the rescue! 

 

Submit a photo and description of your landscape dilemma, and a panel of six experts could solve your problem at the 

seminar. The panel includes landscape designer Suzy Askew, Jim Crowder from Dan West Garden Centers, landscape 

architect Larry Griffin, Len Lawhon of Lawhon Landscape Design, landscape designer Tom Pellet, and Dale Skaggs, Di-

rector of Horticulture for Dixon Gallery and Gardens.  

 

Send your clear picture that illustrates the problem by August 31st  to Master Gardener Al Cook at 

al_nancy@comcast.net. (Sending a clear picture will increase the chance of it being used. The preferred format is jpeg, 

which is standard for most digital cameras.)  

 

Sponsored by Memphis Area Master Gardeners and Memphis Botanic Garden. 

Munch and Learn - ñCreating Holiday Floral Arrangementsò with Greg 

Francis   

Wednesday, December 15 2010, 12:00am - 1:00pm  

 

 

 

 

  

Join Dixon floriculturist Greg Francis for lunch as he demonstrates how to make an assortment of attractive 

holiday floral arrangements for your home using seasonally available stems grown at the Dixon and typically 

available in many gardens:  boxwood, magnolia, hemlock and pine, along with vivid red holly berries, pine 

cones and dried flower heads. 

Wednesdays at noon.  

  

Bring your lunch and join in the discussion! Local artists, experts and Dixon gallery and 

garden staff will share their knowledge of art and horticulture with talks, demonstra-

tion, and great conversation.  

  

Regular admission.  

  

Sponsored by the Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams Foundation.  

  



 

MBG members $3/non -members $5 

For more information, call Caroline Forster at 901.384.8979.  

 

Brown Bag Lunch and Learn 
Oct 13, 2010  
(12:00 PM) 

The Dirt on Soil 
What constitutes poor soil, what constitutes good soil and how to get from one to the other.  Join the Botanic Garden's own Dr. Stan 
Myers, Director of Facilities and Urban Forestry, for this informative discussion of soil. Bring your lunch or enjoy a box lunch from 
Fratelli's at the garden.  
 
Members FREE 
Non-members $5 
 
Call 636-4100 for information. 

No reservations required. 

Other 

 

October 9
th

   9AM to 4PM   

Ames Plantation Heritage Festival ï  Grand Junction (Hardeman). The Ames Plantation, in cooperation with The Uni-

versity of Tennessee, hosts an Annual Heritage Festival which celebrates the area's cultural heritage.  The Festival pre-

sents an entertaining and educational approach to the area's rich heritage.  The diverse, family oriented, program offers 

something for all ages and interests.  Over 100 folk artists, demonstrators, and musicians provide entertainment and 

education unlike any other in the area.  Demonstrations include fireplace cooking, blacksmithing, cotton picking, kettle 

laundry, quilting, weaving, tatting, soap making, chair bottoming, basket weaving, traditional pottery and much more.  

Civil War cavalry and artillery units provide a glimpse into that troubled time in our history with living history encamp-

ments and live fire artillery demonstrations.  Pick your own turnip greens for free from the heirloom garden as long as 

they last.  For your fall decorating needs, a variety of decorative corn will be available for purchase.  Parking and shuttle 

service to the event is free. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.   Located 5 miles north of Grand Junction on Buford Ellington Road.  Admis-

sion fees:  Adults $4,00, Ages 5-16 $2.00, under 4 free.  For more info, call (901)878-1067 or e-mail 

jevans@amesplantation.org 

October 16
th

  

Hatchie Fall Fest; Historic Court Square; Brownsville (Haywood County)  - Local and regional entertainment, childrenôs 
activities & crafts, food, contests, and more.  For more info, call 731-780-5144 or visit www.hatchiefallfest.com. 

 

Oct. 21: Mid-South Hosta Society: 7 p.m. meeting at the Memphis Botanic Garden. Rick Pudwell, MBG di-

rector of horticulture, demonstrates the art of floral arrangements that include hostas. $5 for nonmembers. 

 

Hibiscus Quiz Answers 

1-A  4-B  7-C  10-G 

2-D  5-E  8-F 

3-J  6-I  9-H 


