
Garden Gazette 

From our President 

Time is moving on. 
It's November come 
Monday and I don't 
know where the year 
has gone.   The older 
I get, the faster they 
go.   
 

Many thanks to Lisa 
Turner for her most 
interesting and infor-
mative program last 
month on gourds. Her 

presentation showed 
many ways to use 
gourds. Thanks to all 
for starting a little 
early, I was able to 
drive to Bowling 
Green by 11:00 p.m. 
 

Our nice mild, cool 
weather that replaced 
the extreme tempera-
tures may be short-
ened with the predic-
tion of some light 
frost by the weekend.  
 

I had the pleasure of 
going to Linda 
Carter's home on Sat-
urday to the Hypatufa 
makings. The job I 
could handle best 
was mixing the mix-
ture for the pots.  
They made a good 
number of pots that 
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    Tipton County Master Gardener’s 

morning.  
 

Please remember the 
November meeting on 
the 4th.  Hope you will 
be able to attend as we 
need to plan for the De-
cember pot luck Christ-
mas dinner. 
 

Hope to see all of you 
on Nov. 4 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Vernon Pairmore 

 

 
 

 
 

I used to visit and revisit it a dozen times a day, and stand in deep contemplation over my vegeta-

ble progeny with a love that nobody could share or conceive of who had never taken part in the 

process of creation.  It was one of the most bewitching sights in the world to observe a hill of 

beans thrusting aside the soil, or a rose of early peas just peeping forth sufficiently to trace a line 

of delicate green.  ~Nathaniel Hawthorne, Mosses from and Old Manse 



    The key to a good spring 

garden is a good fall clean 

up. Ornamental grasses can 

be left alone to add winter 

interest to the landscape. 

Hostas, daylilies and peo-

nies should be cut to the 

ground each year after a 

killing frost. Cutting back 

these plants will help reduce 

the spread of harmful in-

sects and diseases. This also 

helps to eliminate places for 

insects to hide during the 

winter. Cleaning up im-

proves the garden appear-

ance for the winter and 

clears the way for new 

growth in the spring. You 

can cut down the dead mate-

rials on goldenrods, black-

eyed susans, and Shasta dai-

sies, but leave 2 to 3 inches 

of green foliage at the base. 

The stems and upper foliage 

of these plants normally turn 

brown, but the plants usu-

ally remain green at the base 

throughout the winter. 

§  Your ornamental trees and 

shrubs have been through a 

lot this summer with the dry 

weather, but you can help 

them make it through the 

winter months with a little 

care. Here are some things 

you can do to help protect 

them through the cold 

months. 

 

1.    Remove damaged or 

dead branches 

2.    Remove any water 

spouts or suckers that have 

grown on the trunk or along 

stem branches 

3.    Spread 3 to 4 inches of 

mulch around the tree with-

out it touching the trunk. 

Mulch around the tree helps 

to conserve moister, but if 

placed directly on the trunk 

it can cause insects and dis-

ease to attack the tree. 

4.    Keep a check on the 

amount of rain we receive. 

Water plants as needed 

throughout the winter, espe-

cially evergreens trees and 

shrubs, because they con-

stantly lose moisture 

through their leaves. 
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 This year has been exceeding wet, so here at the Dixon we are behind on focusing upon 

our usual tasks for early fall.  The Sasanqua Camellias and Tea Olives (Osmanthus x for-

tunei) are in blossom. The cool weather, when dry enough to get out, makes it pleasant to 

work in the garden. A fair amount of clean-up is required as plants go dormant and leaves 

begin to fall. It is a still a great time for planting, as long as the soils are not too wet.      
 

Early in the month:  
Limit pruning to cutting out deadwood on trees and shrubs. Cutting back plants now encourages 

growth, which can be killed by frost.  

 

Dig caladiums, elephant ears and other winter tender bulbs and let them dry, and store the bulbs in pa-

per bags in a dry cool place for planting next year. 

                                                                                                                         (Continued on page 5)                          
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Plant of the Month ñ  Pulmonaria or Lungwort 
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Pulmonaria are easy to grow, requiring well drained 
but moist soils and a shady to semi shaded loca-
tion, extreme heat and humidity are not appreci-
ated. Morning sun is fine, afternoon sun will usually 
cause the foliage to burn. An excellent use for this 

plant is as a massed ground cover under deciduous 
trees. Some of the older cultivars have a suscepti-
bility to powdery mildew which can usually be pre-
vented by providing adequate ventilation and 
avoiding moisture stress. If the foliage does be-
come unsightly, which being semi -evergreen it of-
ten does look tired by midsummer, shearing the 

plant will soon produce a flush of fresh leaves which 
will beautify the garden until buried beneath snow.  

 
Generally Pulmonaria reach a height of 15" (38 cm) 
with an equal spread and have a hardiness to USDA 
zones 4 -8.  
 

Why are Pulmonaria so underutilized? Could it be 
that their early flower display causes them to be 
overlooked in the garden center when people are 
looking for color in mid to late spring? Could it be 
that garden center buyers are overlooking this 
magnificent genus and not providing their custom-
ers with the option? Or could it be that consumers 

don't want warts on their lungs? This plant may be 
a bit of a challenge to present to novice gardeners, 
but with education and signage this easy to grow 
plant will delight and captivate all who are willing to 

give it a home.  
 

P. 'De Vroomen's Pride':  
Clear blue buds and early flowers age to pink as the 
blooms mature. Medium green foliage is broadly 
linear with such an abundance of silvery white 
splashing that one could describe the leaves as 
white with spots of green. An excellent ground 
cover or small mass planting with a height of 12" -

15" (30 -  38 cm) and a spread of 12" -  18" (30 -  46 
cm) with an attractive mounding habit.  
 
P. 'Majeste':  
A somewhat more compact cultivar with 6" (15 cm) 
linear foliage almost completely silver with a simple 
dark green edge. Flowers are a bluish pink. Height 

to 12" (30 cm) and a spread of 16" (40 cm).  
 
P. 'Roy Davidson':  
Hot pink flower buds give rise to powdery blue flow-
ers. Foliage is long and narrow and well mottled 
with silvery splashes. The result of a cross between 

P. longifolia (extremely long, narrow leaves) and P. 
saccharata, (mid -green wider, shorter leaves) this 
hybrid exhibits the 

The Boraginaceae family includes the much loved forget -
me -not (Myosotis) and the underused but beautiful 
plants of the genus Pulmonaria known colloquially as 
lungwort, Bethlehem sage, spotted dog or soldiers and 

sailors among others. The hairy foliage provides a semi -
evergreen textural element to the garden whether the 
leaves are a solid green or variegated with spots and 
splashes of silver or cream. There are numerous species 
which will interbreed to produce many wonderful culti-
vars as breeders are turning their attention to this shade 
loving plant that can provide color in the early spring 

and brightening of woodland - like areas throughout the 
summer.  
 

One of the earliest plants to bloom in the spring, the 
display lasts for at least a month. Flowers are abundant 
and showy, nestled within the mounds of linear foliage. 

New growth begins soon after the first buds open pro-
viding a fresh palette for display. Balloon - like buds are 
often a rosy pink and open to trumpet shaped blooms 
that age to various intensities of violet blue, or begin 
blue and end pink depending upon the cultivar, creating 
an interesting array of flower color. Other selections are 
pure white or remain pink/red. This color shifting ability 

is said to be the root of the common name of Soldiers 
and Sailors -  referring to the British military of earlier 
centuries. Lungwort is perhaps the best known of the 
common names and a perfect example of how an 'ugly' 
name can detrimentally affect the marketability of a 
beautiful plant. The name sounds more like a disease 

than something you would want to plant in your garden. 

Any plant with 'wort' as part of its name was thought to 
have medicinal properties, at the time when healers 
thought that plants gave clues as to their usefulness by 
their appearance, the lung shaped variegations indicated 
that these plants would provide treatments for respira-
tory ailments. Unfortunately this has not been proven to 

be the case but the moniker has stuck.  
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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TITLE  LOCATIONS  TIME  DATE  PROJECT MANAGER  CONTACT INFO  

 Covington     

 Various  

Locations  

     Sherl Rose   earthguardian56@aol.com 

            

 Museum   TC Museum      

 Sherl Rose   earthguardian56@aol.com 

Lynda Carter   bigorange63@aol.com 

 Ext Office Assistant   UT Ext Office       Booker T Leigh   bleigh1@utk.edu 

mailto:earthguardian56@aol.com
mailto:earthguardian56@aol.com
mailto:bigorange63@aol.com
mailto:bleigh1@utk.edu


 

November Garden Tips (continued from page 2) 
 

Cuttings of Coleus, Persian Shield, Salvias and other tender plants used as annuals can be stuck and kept indoors or 

in a greenhouse to root for next spring. 

Warm season grasses like Bermuda and Zoysia are finished for the year, so if you only have a warm season lawns, 

clean and store your lawn mower.  

 Middle of the month:  
Tulips and Crocus bulbs can be planted after the 15th. Tulips grown here are usually only good for one season and 

are treated as annuals.  

Fall cabbage planted in the vegetable garden in August should be ready for harvest. 

 Late in the month:  
Fescue lawns can be weakened or killed by the smothering effect of tree leaves, so be diligent about keeping leaves 

off this cool season grass. 

ñWinterizeò your rose beds after a couple of hard freezes by cutting plants back to about 3-4 feet, applying about ½ 

cup of 0-20-20 fertilizer per plant, and mulching about a foot high around the canes to protect the graft union.  

Donôt throw out the leaves; collect and compost them for a great soil amendment. 

 Any time this month:  

Consider planting a cover crop for the winter in your vegetable plots to suppress weeds, reduce soil compaction, and 

add nutrients to the soil.  

Harvest September-planted lettuce and spinach and late-planted turnip greens. 

Continue to deadhead spent rose blossoms and keep leaf litter picked up. Hybrid tea rose growers should continue 

their fungicide spray regime to control black spot until we get a killing frost.  

Plant your winter annual color. Pansies respond well to blood meal worked into the soil.  

Divide spring-blooming perennials.  

Plant woody ornamentals; they will be better established and more drought tolerant if planted now rather than in the 

spring.  

It is a good time to weed out the newly germinating cool season weeds and apply mulch to suppress them.  

A fertilizer with no nitrogen like 0-20-20 can be used as a top dress under the mulch. Do not fertilize with a ni-

trogen fertilizer now because it will push new growth that is vulnerable to a frost.   

 

 

Gardening is about enjoying the smell of things growing in the soil, 

getting dirty without feeling guilty, and generally taking the time to 

soak up a little peace and serenity.  ~Lindley Karstens, noprob-

lemgarden.com 

 
Coffee.  Garden.  Coffee.  Does a good morning need anything 
else?  ~Betsy Cañas Garmon, www.wildthymecreative.com  
 

Despite the gardener's best intentions, Nature will impro-

vise.  ~Michael P. Garafalo, gardendigest.com 

 

 

http://www.wildthymecreative.com


best attributes of both parents. Height 15" (38 cm) spread 18" (46 cm).  
 
P. rubra 'David Ward':  
Pale green leaves have a broad creamy white margin that is susceptible to burning in locations with too much sun, so 

extra care should be taken with this cultivar but it is well worth it. The flowers are a wonderful coral red. Selected by 
the famous plants woman Beth Chatto, and named for her propagator. Height and spread both 12" (30 cm). Zone, 5 
-  8.  
 
Pulmonaria saccharata 'Mrs. Moon':  
Dark green broadly linear leaves with copious silver spotting. Flowers begin as bright pink jewels that mature to a 
lovely deep blue. Mature height is about 12" (30 cm) with a spread of about 16" (40 cm).   

(Continued from page 3) 

Garden Funnies and puzzles 

 

Gardening's Better Than Sex  
 

Here are the top reasons why gardening is better than sex:  

 

#25 - Gardeners are not embarrassed explaining the birds and the bees to their kids.  

#24 - If your regular gardening partner isn't available, he/she won't object  if you garden with someone 

else.  

#23 - It's absolutely acceptable to garden before you're married.  

#22 - The Ten Commandments don't say anything against gardening.  

#21 - You don't have to shower and shave before gardening.  

#20 -  You'll always be able to garden, no matter how old you are.  

#19 - You'l never hear anyone say: "Is gardening all you ever think about?"  

#18 - You don't have to hide your Gardening magazines.  

#17 - Telling gardening jokes, and invite co-workers to garden with you is not considered workplace 

harassment.  

#16 - Email with gardening content is not considered offensive material.  

#15 - When you become famous, you don't have to worry about pictures and videotapes of you gar-

dening being shown on the Internet.  

#14 - Your gardening partner doesn't get upset about people you gardened with a long time ago.  

#13 - It's perfectly respectable to enjoy gardening with a total stranger.  

#12 - When you see a really good gardener, you don't have to feel guilty about imagining the two of 

you gardening together.  

#11 - Every time you garden, you hope to produce fruit.  

#10 - Nobody will ever tell you that you will go blind if you garden by yourself.  

#9 - When dealing with a gardening pro, you never have to wonder if they're really an undercover cop.  

#8 - You don't have to go to a sleazy shop in a seedy neighborhood to buy gardening stuff.  

#7 - You can have a gardening related calendar on your wall at the office.  

#6 - There are no gardening-transmitted diseases.  

#5 - No one objects if you watch the gardening channel on television.  

#4 - Nobody expects you to garden with the same person your whole life.  

#3 - Nobody expects you to give up gardening if your partner loses interest.  

#2 - You don't have to be a newlywed to plan a vacation primarily to enjoy your favorite activity.  

#1 - Your partner will never say, "Not again? We just gardened last week! " 



Garden Funnies and Puzzles continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterfly perennials 

Match the common name with genus of these perennials that attract butterflies.    
answers below. 
   

common name genus 

1.  False Aster a.  Boltonia  

2. Boneset b. Liatris  

3.  Blazing Star c. Caryopteris  

4. Blue Mist d. Vernonia  

5. Tickseed e. Eupatorium  

6. Culvers Root f.  Veronicastrum  

7. Ironweed g. Coreopsis  

8. Skullcap h. Scutellaria  

9. Pincushion flower i. Kalimeris  

10. Asian Aster j. Scabiosa  

 

Answers on page 17 

 



Native Perennials-- Crossword 

 Dr. Leonard Perry, University of Vermont 

(depending on your browser the puzzle may appear to be missing parts, but should print okay) 

Growing natural gardens and incorporating native perennials to the U.S. into perennial gardens has become 

popular.  The following are some good choices.  Fill in the genus, common names given as clues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers to October Crossword puzzle on Perennials for Heavy Clay Soils 



Hatchie Fall Festival, Brownsville, TN 

Pictures from the field 

Most Creative Scarecrow Winner 2nd Place scarecrow 

2nd Place Business Business Entry 

Business Entry 

The Judges  

NOTE:  The camera date stamp is wrong 



Fall Apple Crisp  

 

Topping:  

6 tablespoons of unbleached flour  

1/4 cup brown sugar  

1/4 cup white sugar  

1/4 teaspoon cinnamon  

1/4 teaspoon salt  

5 tablespoons unsalted butter  

1/4 cup coarsely chopped nuts such as pecans or walnuts 

1/2 cup old fashion rolled oats   

Filling:  

6 apples 

1 teaspoon lemon juice  

1/8 cup honey  

Step 1:   Make the topping by combining the flour, sugars, spices and salt in a food processor, 

pulse a couple times until combined.  Cut the chilled butter into 1/2 inch pieces.   Add the butter 

to the food processor mixture and pulse until it combines to a lumpy sand texture.   Four to five  1-

second pulses should do it.  Do not over do it or the mixture will get sticky and the crisp topping, 

well it won't be crisp.    

 

Step 2:   Pour the mixture in the food processor into a medium sized bowl and add the nuts and 

rolled oats.   Use a spoon to mix it all together.   (Don't use your hands, their heat will melt the 

butter and we want the butter to be firm.)   Then put the topping into the refrigerator to keep the 

butter solid while you work on the filling.    

 

Step 3:   Preheat the oven to 375F.   Make the filling.   Core the apples and then chop them into 1 -

inch segments.  I leave the skin on, but you can  peal the apples if you like.   You should have about 

6 cups of apple chunks.  Toss the apples with the lemon juice to keep them from browning.    

 

Step 4:   To assemble the crisp, butter a 9x9 or 9  inch round baking dish.    Pour the apple chunks 

into the baking dish.   Drizzle the honey on top.   Then use a rubber spatula to scrape the top-

ping over the  top.   Use the spatula to evenly distribute the topping.   Bake the crisp uncovered for 

40 minutes. Then turn the oven up to 400 and bake for an additional 5 minutes or until the top-

ping is lightly browned and the filling is bubbly.    

 

Let sit for five minutes at least before serving.   Serve warm with  a scoop of cinnamon ice cream 

or a dollop of fresh whipped cream and a cup of coffee.   Yields 4-6 servings. 



My Garden Spot   by Paula Sweatt 
Recently I went to a presentation on Lasagna Gardening 

at the    Memphis Botanic Gardens.  Patricia Lanza author 

& creator of the Lasagna Gardening method demon-

strated her technique of building a raised bed by layering 

and planting immediately in the bed. 

I was so impressed that On Saturday October 16th, I 

gathered newspaper from my workshop and with the help 

of my 9 year old grandson, William. (I just happened to 

have the grand kids that weekend). We drowned the 

newspapers in a plastic tote box and proceeded to lay the 

papers (at least 4 to 6 layers thick) on the ground for 

next year’s new flower bed. Then we tossed on a layer of 

pine bark mulch. This is intended to hold the newspapers down as they dried out. 

 Now, I would have stopped at this stage, but tying down 9 year olds once they get interested in some-

thing is almost impossible. William wanted to finish the bed and plant it, but my intentions were to begin 

the big bed and finish it over a period of weeks.  I had to give in a little so I negotiated with the child 

and came to an agreement that got me out of the extra work, but little did I know I would later pay for 

it in another way. We finally did a layer of peat moss then coffee grounds (W/filters) from my job (see 

picture).  After William watered it in with the water hose, I was ready to rest. 

Oh by the way, while I thought I was going to get to take a break, William was ready for me to keep my 

end of the bargain. Right then. I had to take him and his sisters to Jones Orchard corn maze in Milling-

ton. Ok no problem, I thought. I could sit outside the maze and take a break while they wandered about 

inside. What I had not expected was William and his sisters wanted me to go in the maze with them so 

they wouldn’t get lost. Guess what? Yep, we got lost anyway and not on purpose. I was tried and wanted 

to get out of there. We were going around in circles for an hour and a half. Needless to say I was glad 

to see the exit when we finally found it. 

As for the lasagna garden, I still need a layer of green stuff from what is left of the vegetable garden 

and plants. I also have a few left over bags of top soil and should rake a few leave to add to the pile. 

Maybe by the time this is published I will have gotten it to the point where I can maybe cover it for 

the winter allowing it to compost down. I intend to continue adding leaves throughout the winter. By 

spring I hope to have a bed ready for planting. We will see. 

 Patricia Lanza has three books written on Lasagna Gardening which I have found on Amazon.  Any one 

of them is worth it. I have Lasagna Gardening for Small Spaces if any of you want to borrow it. 

Lasagna Gardening: A New Layering System for Bountiful Gardens: No Digging, No Tilling, No 

Weeding, No should Kidding!  -  Paperback (Nov. 15, 1998) by Patricia Lana  $12.23   

Lasagna Gardening for Small Spaces: A Layering System for Big Results in Small Gardens and 
Containers (Rodale Organic Gardening Book)  -  Paperback (Jan. 12, 2002) by Patricia Lanza  

$15.95  

Lasagna Gardening with Herbs: Enjoy Fresh Flavor, Fragrance, and Beauty with No Digging, No 

Tilling, No Weeding, No Kidding!  -  Paperback (Mar. 18, 2004) by Patricia Lanza  $16.23  

 

http://www.amazon.com/Lasagna-Gardening-Layering-Bountiful-Gardens/dp/0875969623/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1287759261&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Lasagna-Gardening-Layering-Bountiful-Gardens/dp/0875969623/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1287759261&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Lasagna-Gardening-Small-Spaces-Containers/dp/0875968864/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1287759261&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.com/Lasagna-Gardening-Small-Spaces-Containers/dp/0875968864/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1287759261&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.com/Lasagna-Gardening-Herbs-Fragrance-Digging/dp/087596897X/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1287759261&sr=1-3
http://www.amazon.com/Lasagna-Gardening-Herbs-Fragrance-Digging/dp/087596897X/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1287759261&sr=1-3


Getting to Know our Master Gardeners 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Beverly Moranville   

 

Birth Place: Corpus Christi, Texas 

 

How did you get your start in gardening? My Grandfather was a gardener. He had Veggies 

and flowers year round. I especially loved his daffodils. 

How long have you been gardening? Iôve been doing it wrong my entire life until 2004 when 

I became a Master Gardener 

Favorite Gardening activity and why   (i.e. flower gardening, vegetable gardening, but-

terflies, wild life, etc. ): I love planting woody ornamentals such as Crepe Myrtles and 

Buford Holly as well as  ornamental grasses to provide whimsy and shade and beauty. 

What is your favorite plant? Any tall, swaying in the breeze Ornamental Grass and White 

Natchez Crepe Myrtle 

What is your favorite gardening tool? My shovel with BIG foot plates 

What is a plant/flower that you would recommend to other gardeners? Stella DôOro Day 

Lilles. Easy, lovely and dependable. 

What is a plant/flower you would tell them to avoid? Sun Lovers in the shade. 

What is your best gardening tip? Plant what you love and love what you plant. 

How long have you been a Master Gardener? Nearly 7 years 

How did you find out about the Master Gardener Program? A friend 

Anything else you would like to share about yourself and gardening? I feel a lot of folks 

take it way to seriously and feel the need to get it right or perfect. Garden for you and relax. If 

it doesnôt work, then so be it.  The earth sky and rain will always be there for you to try again 

later. 



Dixon Gallery and Gardens 
Munch and Learn - “How Chinese Plants Traveled The World to Grace Your Garden” 

Wednesday, November 03 2010, 12:00pm - 1:00pm 

Dr. Carolyn Kittle’s presentation will highlight the myriad of plants that came to the Mid-

South from China so long ago that many people assume they are natives of the South, such 

as camellias, hydrangeas, azaleas, maples and peonies.  Dr. Kittle will be available for a book 

signing of the latest edition of the Mid-South Garden Guide, the invaluable book for area 

gardeners published by the Memphis Garden Club, of which she is the editor. 

Wednesdays at noon. 

Bring your lunch and join in the discussion! Local artists, experts and Dixon gallery and gar-

den staff will share their knowledge of art and horticulture with talks, demonstration, and 

great conversation. 

Regular admission. 

Sponsored by the Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams Foundation. 

 

Leaf-Casting Workshop 

Saturday, November 06 2010, 10:30am - 12:00pm 

We have had several classes on how to make beautiful leaf castings that can be used as 

birdbaths, fountains or attractive garden ornaments; and they have always been popu-

lar.  Join Dale Skaggs for this hands-on workshop to create your own piece of art.  Fee in-

cludes all materials and instructions.  Participants will need to return at a later date to pick 

up the cured casting.  Bring your own large leaf, or use one we will provide. 

Reservations required.  Limit 20.  Meet in the Catmur Horticulture Building.  $20 members, 

$30 non-members. 

 

Amaryllis and Paperwhite Bulb Workshop 

Thursday, November 11 2010, 1:30pm - 3:00pm 

Amaryllis and paperwhite narcissus are popular indoor bulbs that have become a holiday tra-

dition at the Dixon.  Join Greenhouse/Cutting Garden Manager Manjula Carter as she dem-

onstrates the proper way to pot the bulbs and discusses correct growing requirements, cul-

ture and follow-up care.  All participants will be given an amaryllis bulb, four paperwhite 

bulbs, containers, planting mix and written instructions. 

Reservations required.  Limit 20.  Meet in the Catmur Horticulture Building.  $25 members, 

$35 non-members. 
 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 



The Art of Bonsai Exhibition 

Friday, November 12, 10:00-4:00 

Saturday, November 13, 10:00-5:00 

Sunday, November 14, 1:00-5:00 

Just in time for fall color, we will be celebrating the art of bonsai at the Dixon with a display of these miniature 

trees on loan from Brusselôs Bonsai Nursery.  Come and see the beauty of nature mimicked by the controlling 

hand of horticulture in this exciting, ancient Asian art form. 

Regular Admission (Free for members).  Meet in the Hughes Pavilion. 

 

Hypertufa Trough Workshop 

Saturday, November 13 2010, 10:30am - 12:00pm 

Make your own ñStone Sink.ò  Stone sinks are popular in the United Kingdom for displaying dwarf conifers, 

miniature hostas and other precious tiny plants and can cost well over $100 in stores.  Join Dale Skaggs for this 

hands-on workshop.  Fee includes all supplies, materials and instructions to make a 12òx18ò trough.  Partici-

pants will need to return to pick up the finished sink at a later date.   

Reservations required.  Limit 20.  Meet in the Catmur Horticulture Building.  $30 members, $40 non-

members.  

 

Phoebe Cook Lecture: William Cullina 

Thursday, November 18 2010, 11:00am - 12:30pm 

The Dixon is pleased to welcome William E. Cullina as our 2010 Phoebe Cook lecturer.  Bill is a former Di-

rector of Horticultural Research for the New England Wild Flower Society and is the current Director of Horti-

culture and Plant Curator for the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens in Boothbay, Maine, one of North Amer-

icaôs newest public gardens that features 250 acres of forests and gardens (see www.mainegardens.org).  Hold-

ing degrees in plant science and psychology, Bill has been working in plant propagation and nursery produc-

tion for over 20 years.  As a talented writer and nationally-recognized expert on North American native plants, 

he lectures on a variety of subjects to garden and professional groups. 

Billôs talk is entitled ñThe Botany of Design.ò  Using his latest book, Understanding Perennials, as the basis of 

his lecture, Bill Cullina tackles the thorny subject of garden design in a completely different way.  In this fun 

and information-filled talk, he explores the reasons for big leaves, variegation, red foliage and flowers and 

ways to create more satisfying designs without breaking the budget.  He looks at life beyond the color wheel, 

discusses the importance of healthy soil and reveals some of his best horticultural secrets while weaving to-

gether aesthetics, psychology, botany and ecology into a fascinating one hour ride. It is a talk that beginning 

gardeners as well as seasoned pros will both learn from and enjoy. 

Take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to hear such a knowledgeable and experienced plant lover. A 

small number of his books (pictured below) will be available for purchase and signing by the author following 

his presentation.  Find out more about William Cullina by visiting www.williamcullina.com. 

The Phoebe Cook Lecture Series, co-sponsored by the Memphis Garden Club, members of the Garden Club of 

America and the Dixon Gallery and Gardens, provides an opportunity to bring outstanding speakers in horti-

culture, conservation and floriculture to Memphis.  The series is funded by gifts from Phoebe Cook Welsh in 

memory of her mother, Phoebe Cook.  

Free with Dixon admission.  Meet in the Winegardner Auditorium. 

 

Sugar, Sex and Poison: Shocking Plant Secrets: William Cullina 

Thursday, November 18 2010, 6:30pm - 7:30pm 

As we all know, plants are at the base of both the human and non-human food chain. Everything eats them di-

rectly or indirectly.  They have evolved an incredible arsenal of chemicals, camouflage, spines, hairs and 

waxes to discourage herbivores.  On the other hand, they expend a huge amount of their energy on pollen, nec-

tar, edible fruits and sugary root exudates designed to attract and nourish animals, insects, fungi and bacteria 

so they can perform services such as pollination and defense.  Strengthening this natural economy through 



sound horticultural and agricultural practices is in essence what the organic movement is all about.  In this talk, 

Bill Cullina will show how this world of pollen, poisons, pigments, pheromones, sugars and sex translates to 

sound organic practices from which we can all benefit. 

$5.  Proceeds will benefit the Phoebe Cook Lecture Series Fund.  Meet in the Hughes Pavilion. 

 

Munch and Learn - ñCreating Holiday Floral Arrangementsò with Greg Francis 

Wednesday, December 15 2010, 12:00am - 1:00pm 

Join Dixon floriculturist Greg Francis for lunch as he demonstrates how to make an assortment of attractive 

holiday floral arrangements for your home using seasonally available stems grown at the Dixon and typically 

available in many gardens:  boxwood, magnolia, hemlock and pine, along with vivid red holly berries, pine 

cones and dried flower heads. 

Wednesdays at noon. 

Bring your lunch and join in the discussion! Local artists, experts and Dixon gallery and garden staff will share 

their knowledge of art and horticulture with talks, demonstration, and great conversation. 

Regular admission. 

Sponsored by the Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams Foundation. 

  

Memphis Botanical Gardens 
 

Brown Bag Lunch & Learn 
Nov 10, 2010 (12:00 PM) 

Groupings and cracks and snakes...Oh My! 

Landscaping do's and don'ts with landscape architect Larry Griffin. 

Bring your lunch or enjoy a box lunch from Fratelli's at the garden. 

Members FREE/non-members $5. 

Call 636-4100 for information. No reservations required. 

  

Holiday Design Extravaganza: Hands-On Workshop 
Nov 16, 2010 (2:00 PM - 4:00 PM) 

Get a jump-start on decorating your home for the holidays! 

Featured designer Kevin Coble, of LeFleur, leads this interactive workshop in which participants will build 

and take home two pieces to deck the halls. 

All materials are provided for you to take home two completed projects! 

MBG members $45/non-members $55 

Call 636-4128 for reservations. 

Space is limited, and this workshop sells out each year; make reservations early! 

  

Snowy Nights in My Big Backyard 
Nov 26, 2010 - Dec 18, 2010 (5:00 PM - 7:30 PM) 

November 26 & 27, December 3 & 4, 10 & 11, 17-23, 26-28.  

Last admission at 7 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday nights, starting November 26, then daily through December 28 (excluding Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day.) 

Bring the family to celebrate the holiday season at Memphis Botanic Garden! Stroll in through falling "snow" 

to a delightful musical light display. Create winter crafts and enjoy fun and games along the way. Sip hot co-

coa and cider around the marshmallow roasting pit. 

MBG members $5/non-members $7. 

Call 636-4100 for information. 

  

  



Answers: 
1. a 
2. e 
3. b 
4. c 
5. g 
6. f 
7. d 
8. h 
9. j 
10.i  


