
Garden Gazette  

From our President  

This last weekend in 
January with the tempera-
tures rising to the 60ôs 
made me feel like spring 
may be near, but the fore-
cast now is for winter to 
return with some very cold 
temperatures by mid-
week.  Iôm still wishing for 
an early spring because 
Iôm tired of the cold 
weather this winter.   

 

The master gardener in-
terns have begun their 

classes with eighteen par-
ticipating.  We are glad to 
have this fine group of 
future master gardeners.   

 

Linda Carter and her com-
mittees are busy planning 
the Spring Expo to be 
held on April 9, 2011.  All 
of us need to be involved 
to make it a suc-
cess.  Please contact 
Linda if you can volunteer 
your talents. 

 

February 3, 6:00 p.m., is 
our monthly meet-
ing.  Hope to see you 
then.   

 

Vernon Pairmore,  

President 
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Every gardener knows that one of the chief joys of his activity is working 

deeply with the soil, pushing ones hands deep into itôs moist, life-giving 

crumbliness.     Jeff Cox 



NEWS RELEASE   
 
CONTACT: BOOKER T. LEIGH  
 
COMMERCIAL APPEAL          
 
TIPTON COUNTY  EXTENSION  
DIRECTOR  
 

January 25, 2011  

 
     The recent cold weather and snow may 
have you thinking that some of your plants 
are dead. Before you remove the shrubs 
or trees from the landscape, wait to see if 
any green foliage reappears this spring. If 
you think your plant is dead, gently scrape 
the outer layer of the bark to see if any 
green wood is present. With most plants 
you will not be able to determine the 
amount of damaged incurred until this 
spring when new growth begins to occur.  
     February is a cold and dreary month 
for most gardeners, but it is important to 
do as much planning and preparation as 
you can before spring. Here are some 
things you can do to prepare for spring:  
 

 Make sure all of your tools have 
been cleaned, sharpened, and 
are ready to use when you need 
them. 

 

 Look through the catalogs to see 
what new plants or vegetables 
are recommended this year. 
Before you buy, check the zone 
where the plant will grow, West 
Tennessee zone is (7). 

 
 Be sure to remove any standing 

water in your perennial bed. 
Digging a small trench can help 
remove standing water from your 
plants. If the water is left stand-
ing in the beds, it can kill the 
plants by causing root rot. Also, 
if the water freezes, it can dam-
age the plants. 

 
 Keep your compost pile working 

by feeding and turning it. During 
the winter months you can add 
green materials that contain 
nitrogen such as vegetable 
scraps, coffee grounds and egg-
shells. 

 
 Clean the vegetable and flower-

bed site if you have not already 
done so. Also, remove any re-
maining trellis materials such as 
stakes and wires. 

 
 Check your plants regularly for 

scale insects. 

E-mail your questions to 
bleigh1@utk.edu. Include your 
name and area where you  

 live. For more gardening information, call 
the Tipton County Extension office at 476-  
 0231 or the Shelby County Extension 
office at 752-1207.  Booker T. Leigh is the   
 Extension director for Tipton County. 
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Spring is just around the corner, but February weather in the Mid -South can still be quite unpredictable. This 

month is an important planting month for woody plants, a time to prune, a time to plant, and a time for dor-

mant oil application.  

 

Early this month:  

¶ Before the 15 th  of this month sow spinach seeds.  
Plant Asparagus roots; it will take a couple of years until they are ready for harvest.  
 

Middle of the month:   

¶ After February 15 th  plant radishes.  
After February 15 th  plant roses.  
 

 

                                                                                                                    (Continued on page 5)                          
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forming and can grow to about 12 feet. Many of the 

trunk - forming varieties are hardy to zone 7, including 

Yucca elata (Soap Tree) and Yucca scotti. Yucca ros-

trata is the real beauty of this bunch, and it is hardy to 

zone 5b. A native of Mexico, Y. rostrata is an elegant 

and hardy blue - leaved yucca that can eventually grow 

to be 10 feet. It will grow a bit faster in alkaline soil. 

This branch - forming yucca boasts leaves that are more 

user friendly according to Tony Avent of Plant Delights 

Nursery. By that I think he means that they are less 

likely to poke your eye out. óSapphire Skiesô is a culti-

var with magnificently slender, powder blue foliage.  

Yucca filamentosa is a non - trunk - forming variety, 

commonly called Adamôs Needle. It shows exceptional 

cold hardiness and is rated as zone 5. This species has 

rough, thick leaves whose margins are covered with a 

fine, thread - like filament. Some cultivars include 

óBright Edgeô, óGarland Goldô and óGolden Swordô. 

óGolden Swordô is a personal favorite, and it is a pleas-

ure to see the bright yellow -  centered leaves radiating 

upwards. These yellow margins really pop in winter, 

and look almost like you can spread them on toast. 

Last but not least is óColor Guardô, a fabulous varie-

gated cultivar that shines in any garden and turns 

shades of pink and coral in the colder months.   An 

interesting species is Yucca recurvifolia, and from it 

was produced óMargaritavilleô and óBanana Splitô. These 

cultivars both have a weeping habit and add a graceful 

touch to the garden. óMargaritavilleô has creamy white 

and green variegation, while óBanana Splitô has an in-

tense yellow -centered 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Yucca  

Submitted by Matthew Morrow  

 Although thoughts of spring are creeping into all of 

our minds, letôs not get ahead of ourselves seasonally. A 

plant with superb winter interest may sound like a killjoy, 

but yucca looks great year round.  Yucca may be a plant 

that youôve seen sitting forlornly on the property of an older 

relative, full of weeds and looking just plain ornery. Though 

some can be ornery, especially with small children, many 

have soft leaves and are anything but plain. For bold, eye -

catching architecture in your garden, they canôt be beaten. 

Members of the Agavaceae family, yuccas tolerate a variety 

of soils from alkaline to acidic, sandy to loamy, anything but 

wet. They love full sun, but can grow and thrive in partial 

shade as well. The flower stalks on yucca can be quite im-

pressive, and in mid -summer (later in cooler areas) they 

thrust skyward to anywhere between 3 and 6 feet tall with 

pendulous, tulip -shaped white blooms that hold for weeks. 

Many people are surprised to learn that many of these 

South Western U.S. natives are quite hardyé.some to zone 

5 and even zone 4 in protected sites. Slow growing, most 

reach to between 2 and 4 feet, but a few species are trunk 
(Continued on page 6) 



 

Sanctioned Projects  
 
 

 
 

TITLE  LOCATIONS  TIME  DATE  PROJECT MANAGER  CONTACT INFO  

 Covington     

 Various  

Locations  

     Sherl Rose   earthguardian56@aol.com 

            

 Museum   TC Museum      

 Sherl Rose   earthguardian56@aol.com 

Lynda Carter   bigorange63@aol.com 

 Ext Office Assistant   UT Ext Office       Booker T Leigh   bleigh1@utk.edu 

Master Gardener February Birthdays. 

 

Paula Sweatt  February 1st 

Sherl A. Rose  February 5th 

Debbie Buisson February 19th 
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February Garden Tips (continued from page 2) 
 

Late this month:  
 

 

¶ English peas and sugar snap peas can be planted this month.  

¶ Plant lettuce, cabbage, and kale seeds.  

¶ Conduct major pruning on hybrid tea roses late this month; cut all crossed branches and reduce canes by 1/3 -

1/2.  
 

Anytime this month:   

¶ One of the most important low impact, preventive sprays on ornamentals, dormant oil, is applied this month. 

Apply a dormant oil spray to all broadleaf evergreens including boxwood, hollies, and azaleas. At the Dixon we also 

apply dormant oil to our hemlocks and dogwood trees. It is a low impact way to cut down on pests like lace bugs, 

and scale for the coming year.   This spray cannot be applied if it is too hot or too cold, so read the label carefully.  
¶ When weather permits and the soil is workable, plant woody ornamentals; they will be established and more 

drought tolerant if planted now rather than in the spring.  
¶ Perennials that are dormant can be safely moved or divided now.  

¶ This is a good time to prune because the leaves are gone from deciduous plants, allowing you to see the branch 

structure better. The exception is spring - flowering shrubs.  
¶ Most broad leaf evergreens and shrubs including boxwood can be pruned this month. Do not shear plants now.  

¶ Try rooting the cuttings from boxwood and other broad leaf evergreens; you will have plenty of material if you 

are pruning them anyway.  

¶ Apply lime to your lawn. Liming is a very important, but often overlooked aspect to a healthy lawn. It is likely 

that your lawn can use lime, but if in doubt take a soil test.  
 

 

The man who has planted a garden feels that he has done 

something for the good of the whole world.   Charles Dudley 

Warner 
 

 

The two keys to success in  gardening are understanding how 

plants grow and understanding how to provide them with a 

better home.     Sheryl London 
 

 

 

No Winter lasts forever, no Springs skips itôs turn.  April is a 

promise that May is bound to keep, and we know it.    Hal 

Borland 
 

 



leaf. Both are zone 7 to 9. Y. recurvifolia can be especially prone to spotting its roots linger amongst too much moisture in  

the winter, so remember to supply a properly draining soil. Y. recurvifolia eventually forms a trunk and may come to resem-

ble a smallish palm, in which case you can dig it up and start again if the look offends your eye.  Spanish Dagger is the 

common name for a particularly wicked plant, Yucca gloriosa. Like many wicked things, Y. gloriosa, especially cultivar 

óVariegataô, is also beautiful. Be very cautious around this plant. The leaves can impale a lumberjack. It is listed as zone 7. 

Yucca aloifolia, also decidedly wicked, is hardy to zone 6, but dislikes too many consecutive days at or below 0 degrees. Y. 

aloifolia óVariegataô has a bi-color margin of light green, edged with creamy white, and culminating in a very pointy leaf.   

So, you can see there are many options available to yucca enthusiasts, as well as neophytes. Plant a few and see if their 

usefulness and beauty pierce your heart like Cupidôs arrowéjust have some bandages ready.   Matthew Morrow is a mem-

ber of the Horticulture Team at University of Tennesseeôs West Tennessee AgResearch and Education Center in Jackson. 

(Continued from page 3)  

Garden Funnies and puzzles 

Garden Slogans  
 

By the time you find greener pastures, you can't climb over the fence.  

 

To grow them is to love them.  

 

Gardening grows on you.  

 

A tomato in the hand is worth two on the vine.  

 

When the going gets tough, the tough get growin'.  

 

I garden, therefore I weed.  

 

So many weeds, so little time.  

 

If life give you weeds....make herbal tea. - - Contributed by: Paula Banning  

 

Plant kindness ...gather love  --Contributed by:  Charlene Blignault  

 

You Will Reap What You Sow, and More - - Contributed by LeRougeHen  

 

Bloom where you are planted.  

 

Old Gardeners never die. They just spade away then throw in the trowel..........H.V. Prochnow, Sr.  

 

To Plant a Seed and Wait is to Believe! Submitted by gardninlady  

 

Sow generously and you will reap generously submitted by the gardninlady  

 

If life deals you lemons, make lemonade. If it deals you tomatoes, make Bloody Marys.  

 

  

 
 



Garden Funnies and Puzzles continued  

THE TEN LAWS OF GARDENING! 

 

1. Nothing ever looks like it does on the seed packet. 

2. Your lawn is always slightly bigger than your desire to mow it. 

3. Whichever garden tool you want is always at the back of the shed. 

4. The only way to ensure rain, is to give the garden a good soaking. 

5. Weeds grow at precisely the rate you pull them out. 

6. Autumn follows summer, winter follows autumn, drought follows planting. 

7. Evergreens go a funny shade of brown in the winter. 

8. The only way to guarantee some colour all year round is to buy a garden 

gnome. 

9. However bare the lawn, grass will appear in the cracks between the patio 

paving stones. 

10. "Annuals" mean disappointment once a year. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Answers to January Crossword puzzle on Bulbs and Kin  



I am sending a few pictures from my yard from last June  I enjoy looking at them in the dead of winter. Please use what-
ever you want for the newsletter.  
Charlotte kelley. '08 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures from the field 
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Pictures from the field 

Arlington, TN  Day Trip  


